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Abstract

One of the most important social and economic
issues in today rural areas is employment which
plays a vital role in the rural-urban immigrations and
regional balances. The aim of this research is to
evaluate and categorize the rural areas of Iran’s
provinces in terms of enjoyment of employment
indexes. The research method is descriptive,
documentary and quantitative - analytical. The
documentation of Iran Statistical Center, especially
the result of the Labor Force Survey, has been used
to collect data and Topsis Model and cluster analysis
have been used in order to analyze the data. Finally,
categorization of rural areas of provinces has been
displayed by using Geographical Information System
(GIS) software due to the spatial analysis of
employment status and the place of each province
has been determined based on their enjoyment of
employment indexes. The results show that there are
huge gaps and disparities in rural areas regarding
employment indexes. So, Sistan Balouchestan and
Hormozgan provinces are at a poor level and Eastern
Azarbaijan, Western Azarbaijan, Zanjan and Ardebil
are at a strong level of enjoyment of employment
indexes.

Key Words: Employment indexes, Topsis Model,
Cluster Analysis, Geographical Information System,
Iran’s Rural Areas.
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