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An examination of changes in collections of epics dealing with national



identity in relation with changes in political thinking in Iran: From
Alexander the Usurper to Alexander the Great (zol-garneyn or Two-Horned,is
the epither of Alexander the Great)

Fatemeh Orouji*

Abstract

Persian national epics portray Alexander of Macedon as the worst enemy of
Iran.Ferdowsilsl great epic, Tarsusi,s Darab Nameh, Beyghamli$ Darab ° Nameh
and tens of other Persian literary texts devote a part of their texts to his life and
deeds. However,this historical personality whose ocnquests and military
abilities have been elevated to mythical proportions in world literature,has two
places(positions)in Persian literature. The first,are texts,which were probably
composed prior to the sixyh century a.d.and begin their narratives in the pre-
Islamic period.In these texts,Alexander,on one hand,appears in the role of a
selfish and cursed enemy,while on the other hand,due to political thoughts of
ancient Iranians,he is connected to the last Kiyani Kings(Darab was the 8" king
of the Kian dynasty). The second,which is best demonstrated in the works of
Nezami of Ganja,Alexanderlsl personality is greatly transformed.Nezami in his
two gnostic worksge 4. 4¢  -ttee .transforms alexander the usurper into
a wise (learned sagacious,Gnostic)prophet(messenger0,who had also a profound
role as a world conqueror. This article will examine the changes of Alexander(s!
personality in relation to that of Iranian political thinking and national
identity,as demonstrated in the two sides of his personality in Persian literature
in relation to Iranian political development.

Key Terms: Alexander of Macedon, Ferdowsi, Nezami, political thinking,
national identity.

* Assistant Professor,university of Tabriz.forouji@tabrizu.ac.ir
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