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Ardeshir Khoreh, The religious capital of Sasanian Empire

M. Vandaee*, R. Tajbaksh**
* Islamic Azad University, Hamedan Branch - Hamedan, Archaeology Department
** Faculty member of Islamic Azad University-Hamedan Branch

Abstract

Sasanian Empire (224 CE to 651 CE) can be considered as the most prosperous and the most
glorious regime as for culture, art and architecture in history and archeology of Iran. Among
these, architecture is one of the most outstanding elements inherited from this empire and the
architectural masterpieces from this regime are still alive after 1500 years in sasanian
iranshahr. This empire with a territory from Seyhoon and Jeyhoon from the east to Tigris and
Euphrates in the west embraced different religions and cultures. The official religion of
Sasanian Empire was Zoroaster which was chosen by Ardeshir Papakan who was a prayer in
Anahita Altar in the city of Estakhr and remained the official religion until the end of this
empire. Establishing altars was a necessity for Sasanian Empire and the architectural
structure was a dome on four pillars surrounded by praying halls, rooms and other various
halls. This architectural school is called Chahar-Taqi nowadays. The core of Sasanian altars
was in Pars province (26 altars) especially in the south west of this city which was included
in the Nimrooz Koost and Ardeshir Khoreh City. In this paper | introduce 19 Chahar-Taqi
structures related to Sasanian Empire as archeology case studies named “Archeological study
and distribution analysis on Chahar-Taqi structures in Sasanian empire in the west and south
west of Pars province” which were explored in 1390 and 1391 in Baladeh , Farashband and
Firooz-Abad. We test the hypothesis of Ardeshir-Khoreh City being the central religious city
in the Sasanina Empire by mistake proof method. The research method is to introduce the
obtained data and then try to prove or reject the hypothesize in a library research. In the end
we can possibly say that because of high centralization of Sasanian Chahar-Taqi Structures in
Ardeshir-Khoreh Province this city could have been the religious center of Sasanian Empire
in all Iranshahr territory.

Keywords: Ardeshir-Khoreh, Fire-temple, Chahar-tagi, Zoroastrian religion, the Sasanians,
Iranshahr
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