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Chahar-taq: the History of Word and Form
Fatemeh Goldar
Ph.D candidate in Shahid Beheshti University
(Email: Fa.goldar@gmail.com)

Abstract

Chahar-taq is a kind of architectural work which is manifested in Iran's architectural history
for centuries. One of the main epochs in which it has been used, is Sassanid. In this era in
some cases Chahar-tagq was in the form of dome structures, which is placed on a square and in
some other cases it is surrounded with other constructions. After passing along time from
Sassanid epochs, a large number of Chahar-taqs were deserted and ruined, and the authentic
application of them is now disremembered, so that different applications are attributed to
them: Zoroastrian temples, was sanctuary, sign and indicator of way, a place for announcing
with smoke and fire, and astronomical calendar. Therefore what is the authentic application
of Chahar-tags? Which of the mentioned applications are genuine? And whether or not the
application of Chahar-tags is summed up to the mentioned instances? To answer the above
questions it is necessary to pursuit the history of Chahar-tags name (word) and form. In order
to prepare the background, this paper discussing the history of using the word and form of
Chahar-taq.

Keywords: Chahar-tag, Word, Meaning, Form
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