e
ﬁé& TY=FF/ i 5 g liaio) (slaludsS” ) 5laad "d)-P("" Soloxo (Ll o laaslis polus /YA yliwnsj /w233l Jlo / YN 0l

Ol )5 9 lunio sl (glalundS 5 51857 (6 00" (6 5lore (SLR g LaailS o9l

"ol ol

oS>

ifw a8 155009l g Ll ¢ ypo 105! sy o eyl (ool ST yil golie] cps 4 oS Siun Olglﬁl_al}';ﬁ,.m 92Ul sl
3 (e gl (98 sladregio g Ll 4y Gl a5 g Laas g baogS jl18 50 slse (2l sy Sl oo B lals @ acguily
Oloj 959> SoaddS 4 (U] &ty 45315 3929 baogS' g aas 2 (5 lad o (slaolS)bj )5 ol slvaiges &S iz aals 2 oyl
2 4295 390 35 Qb (lej 53 WA o0 oty Al (Rl pluitelie (loj )3 23,5 (e b cudlyj g uall g oo ol
G a4y ol ) (5l 3925 4 Cead (35 Slto Lol )5 33 ol (ol e gio Lo ST clilodgy gousy (13 (B> 9 (0905
3 st 3 0o boyy g ooy dilxo &S 0393 lglyd plynl g 4B 350 9 igiome s gl i) )3 1yie el ool
2 e «udy; ol (85 359, b g lslslio (loj )3 S oo a0l dllaie (] )3 1) a0 ygin g Sl it ] (35 53 s
Dlaj o b e bl (Sl g (dialin oS lyie | 6 AT (0 698 o maiz o0 Sy phen 3 0ol () 51 (S0 oo,
Coprpne 1 ey e (it e Blolio Sl listo)] (g 4y 5808 (ynj o )35 g0 3929 oy 4y p8 i Jlim 5 (1395 )30 L
i) o (5295 (SlaelS (3250238 9 ol Czmnmno (3 (o oGl (gl (i) (1 Kng s poretio Jlas o L sl 039,
o oKl sl il Wloads Lo (gaids g JliwnsS blas j3 &S a8 (sl drogus . sl (o ((e0Me ¥ )8 AR WY
o) s (gliges Lol cilonds LualS ay Ly 15 dn 518 Atz _olyzee Mno (6 lemo 5| st 5T sl LT )5 368 4o 1, sl
6B Gl (sl gy o 518 adlato )3 39250 amdo (slaly (o )3 )35 oo ialed 4y ]y Cudpans 4y oy 00 J926 1 S0 g
Qliwia)] €30k (lapl S35 53 3,5 5l slo alype 03,8 o i ()8 slrolSitols g (adgl slalunlS) oSl sl 51 (1S
d)l.édtézé..\mbgdmwdgol &Mabo&b“@&:}9luall59&\xglﬁ)bbw|Lﬁldﬁ”‘és-ﬁwlwdduj
S dednr mre lo AL (gl & ol dime e & pglome 3 LS sladiges ()5 (RS Sl malee sl oy S5 3 015 sludS
2Pl 08 shdlS lpo g i )5 53 aSttadygl Slial oS L Cand Clign g e (350 4 9) 0,2 46)lE (s
23 (o U 1) S )3 Gl (0355 9 poliS g e (ol Ayl ygn &5l (6503 (sl diged I S (e 13 () 45 518
Gl sl Lo g 455 5 5l8a8 adlaie 4 (ool — (el i 3 (Shwe ol 5 lalols Cldllae (yolulyy dllie oy
ol 0 oty LS| giios b,

S5 o5lg
cobe )5 el y] S el po (Cuttpmn y4o

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

FEANDAYA Jlas imgh 35 pe yib o)l g pale 09,5 pdo g Ly (sl i 080l Jhabiwl . s Fu,l (68>
Javadil336@gmail.com

Yy

76
5 (g5l oed g (gylome yib Doy S ye (imgly o el dolilab



pe

sl yiz US| @i Jad 5 o2 pie ol ol & (5080
Oll 9298 (ypoj o I (i oS}l adlate claalype dine
W5wlw Mlﬂod‘;ds.))svs)u)]bLgM9): 0dgy

.\C«wl OQ;UM:)){ ])

Ol 5 9 (lmio,l dalno g S 13" 0™ (513,

5 Soj olnl il 25 595 laansdS )3 o Uiy yu
P15 @i o 5 2 das J) il ol oS
) S e ity b 35S ol 5 ol
Falgl Sinjd 5l lojeal o35 8 |y (e 2 g Sind
LT 51391 S5, Cmpms (g3505 b ol g )y o il
ol g @l owire ol 0 e olese 5 Sinp &S
o 28l (alyie Blae plan ey cpl ) bluddS” 0 ScnS
o0 ludS” (g5loxe (6631 (sims )93 10 g 03> 5, Slas s
a1y o Syl sbul 4 598 oo 03 yaid b Blis| aiily
b 1 g SalilS (50 550 4™ i el 1.5
(VA 5 VEA DYDR (pis) Cansl 03,8 g pual o9y S pib
Sy 4y Ll &5 ol8in" ¢ ol Miino " puolS” 4o 3]
ol SR b golae oy (6ygbl el 9y0l8 )3 )5 1y 5 S 5
Sl glaolRitny ¥l cudlpes oole ol
3l olelazs] 55 elay Y IS 4y aSly 33,5 by (8 ko
Gapme (8lals YB) b3l ol SedlS ol 3 5 13
545 ) o dlad aSol Ll (IV) YR Ty elS) i,
Sy s e s 30 45 538 et > Shae
ooyl ilose gz 1 2l blas ] lalandlS” (65035550)
ol ST MlS Lo y5ls 5 ool o

Ol S Gindy Sl Gl Glide)l 53 e 450
@ BBl 5> alSiti g al 00 Sl MalS sl o oo
(455 posi)l <Ll 5> (sjgpel @ySe) b Glivia)l 1> &8l
My lawgy (60Mee Yoo 35» &S cul jolais! e 4
S8 4 WAD ¢ hogrg)nl) a8 (g y5idg) 599555 9 po
o ooyl i 53 (MY SV AVF g S

5 ).Q‘o" ol 085le 1> & oy 40 e (3 (b P
‘Lg]dq;g CHgo A pheo C)i » &S ol u:u:)] 6\4.4:‘5 flj ")Mo
e p b eyt 1525 (s o b S n o 39 80y e
b cals olywe wl s e bl Gl o>
(FF 1 VWAD (5db)

2 Oyl liwly 0 (gl 05 5l ez 53 &0k enS
YL o 1y Glisl pinss cpoj o g 080l a5 sl dolialis

PN (STCWP RERES

YY-FF/ s 5 g oyliwio) (slalunls” ) 5laas "d).e(c" Solome Ll 5 LS pglis NYAY lisne /o233L b / ¥V o )lais

Aol
MLE olej g Gl vz U &S ol S g Glinis)
soy0l dgy oyl bl (5 0V FLAVAYA) sloleS 5
LS SleS ) 3 ©pf o 4 punigeS S by I e
sl 0393 Bl A8 0 oo ol litly S B )3 (365 5
5 ol s Ls"‘”;\‘ Soloxe (yp 9 (B piBgR onl Sa»
Cawl 58T 590 sasdS I 3 & bgye cla gl
e i sl liwie)l 9 (Aol S (3 (55
2,8 PMel Lamsy > 65V o) o 53 |y Compmua oS
e b g Sipd glaalis gl 55 jeal Gl
294l onl ) adgl sbluds 5 Sk (g)lare Jolis
Soloro 5 Simh | 4By o5 iy BT 5 Lo sl ol
P 3 el g Gl 505k 4B)S S w039 (2l e
g Hlodgy (Slulw 9 @)« Sobo 299l plgdl s (o
Obl g bysl 1485y (oS 5 (i g (a3 Shl ) 0l 5]
@ St aailis g (gylose (ow)p g (Byme At (155LoS
B 5 s | ey it ol (ol 5 2 alis
3y90 dlie pl jo jlaa8 Al WSW)l Cusans > ol pols g
Lol 03¢y d>g¥

b p.gVYA) oyl loj po Lall (ool b oljen (0
5 4ol ol 0351 2]y S5t el oy adlaio )3 (op YVE
6 plame e 5 Al g dliasl g Lo S5 S dndSias clmrigstS
(sl ol > @bl erS opd ool elie 2 (lid il
Syl > glite (slaaiss 4y 5 anih jo o B L)l 5 i
&b sl o ygiSTon (ol 4Bl pola 5 (ud S5 D590
odnlin (g oo WY 9 Loyl ddlio slaluds a8 ol o |,
Al W B 015 g ey 55 cielS Caw pabae 4l e 2,8
uL—u.\})f 9 Ol.:.uu.:.ﬁ)‘ dalaio L;Lmlu.;,‘.lf 2 |) Cow C)‘ll Slales
)8 odaldie ¢yl ooy b Ol o0

dpd 8

Qb )S g pliieyl )8 Gloyo e g lalunS
9 ol & e (bl plpl (o e 0lhgd I laailis
Wl oo )Sosls Custns 1) e u*-" D)3

(B Al
P lan g 0 ) penlibe de) 3 o3k slapiagh
a5 gl ool oS o plowl il sy 5 ablie
4 P88 o)) 4 baye a5l Lol ol o0 Ao 3 )
oolaswl LQ(»—l )’\ o C)‘il 59 LY O‘)i‘ Oy )'l e C)‘ﬁ’:“
Coye swplyine 10,8 Cucal polic b SV Jolis o
sl iyl bl e )0 she (1D LS KEL 0y 4
(5 o 402 ) (oolid ppen (Melliy 0K (o935 005 4|

s il B g olane yib (g3 S e (gl (ol asliladl 7D



Vol.11/No.31/Winter 2015/The Continuity of Caucasus"Mithra™ architecture’s signs.../65-76

B g sl ol g azusp (Gl o sl S b (S5
lols e Ll |, " o oSl 4 1y o o bazels ;)
39 Sagrd Ll g e sloelitnls ) Oy o Ll
g GO dnd Glfie nlply eddise wgume ol )]
wpdg ol dade Kb 4 g8t a8 ) SLl l O
33 0jgy0l ol LB 3935 wide sla Ko > L § O
Sl & sl el yge BT Lol g L)l (slalunls” 51 (slaigas
R

5 Olued 3 Ol 5 Ol G2 4 Ol (o biaiges ol ]
SlalS Ol ol g Wl =Ugly 5> by (slunls o dsess
3 Vi il shagul | S o8 5,8 ool 4l ks
(N pgad) ol ol & bgipo (golie Juus ploxil

Bly (Se55 ludlS a5 ity @byl asgerme (o
5 ook (565 &S CanlanlS 1S5 5 Lastd (gladiges jI 45 o
Viais] 455 o alsS 1, adlate ol e soles 5l s ] ol
90 Do 5 01d Joas LS 4 &5 039 (clailpge S (]
slad 4y 1y 598 0)la)15 it o5 0 oS shy b ol 5
Sl ey )3 LB o o] UK e S8 i 9 Ol g
S99 ld o 35 sl alagSus Gliund eI 5135
slolseS i b canl (09y8l) (dune) LS el (93959 )15
Flod gho & 0ad (i) (555 o BBl 4 (e &S
5235 3Bl 9) o5 ol o 2hige o0 S5 s 301 4
Olpl G Bb)l 4 law cald (slo)lseS hiw b gynl) 4
Sl 5l (gyled 3 1) 05ed cnl sladigas ¥ gas) 51
ol o 5 (05) 3268) Plped 2 2 SBk dbex I o]
Sy 3 G 88 sleelRiols I & oS oo ol 3l
7o oMol i (S ol &) g g 00851 4 liny g Wlodg,
Bble ) ezl txilosd i3 050 5 (s slje 03ljolel cdomne
3Shas o & o 38 o LlS & Laituns (s oesnus
o & bl B Cap i g Slie g ol 5l alie
Slanslss ob

5 (Olwioyl g b5 53) (0 Sl oky silone
O e oad L eoged plon 4 x> ey 5 &5 olalunlS
alpe 55 Loyl 3" el Cuttmne 4 o ol w3 )5
GlaalS jo 0 boums 5 00 Sgye (5)le sla(mithraum)
OlRdmgh 53,8 oo Uy (oo (SlaosS o (59 plia |y 395
SeldlS i 1) b byl I (gl sl gy 5
(YAY VYAV LIS yo) "aljl (e

3 ol b Sadp g TS liwnsS adhie
J Slasgerme 395 098l 5 prlas slaoo J5 3 Glida)]
g 095 akald ;5 .l o3l gl 1y olyine juell sl (lado e
SlaalS” iy slaolSiols GLE o (o)le slalugdS lg> )
5 S o dab (3 95,090 Gl 93 (gl &S oud Ly eulae

Ve,

Oliia)l (32 WA sisiz) Sy oo (g5 S0 S35 9 Ol >
3398 ol )5 )8 Gbilnl 98 codsle gl el lej ]
GBS Cawd & jodS A Srme o) U o s> o5
90y lilpl 5 dlel)l sl doldl pow )8 Ao jd « Kl
lodie; > il (S5 cap a4 oS Wog L)l M3 )
o 2 b g bl (S yule SIS wlie 5 ool pezmen (5SS
Luabl g 1y dojelyenl dlaw bpl Giiwy (Gdg 105,50
(V=W YR ¢ Se) canl o3y zly BT e

F5 b3k 5 il 5 ool 4 bl 3 algen il ol
15500901 08,0 &y Slg50g s g lede iw sl pl g s by o
Ul (YFF D WYYV ()8 g) Cul odg bl S0
8 sy yr ooyl g olnl 53 o 51 Gl ke 5 Wnossits]
wl>)4 Oi )LT 09;515 &S JJ)\J

4 038l )3 (S iluws 0)b)> (6 maenas plKin ol
" " 0aSisT 4 o8 gy opl g Wyed e WS g M ige”
Ll cdlie bl )s a8 (moaSasT ,5 ol5oly) waS o o o b
9 GRS bl & Sl il o 9 cdl ashl ciw ) Ao
b ciwo opl g e oo JuSiis o0l 35 Widgy (bl py (ogS>
9l b i LS s by ol g bl aol] cusens 4590
A5 sl Wl slse p laludS

"G ol (g lone

A sowy ool gl b )| ) Kk g5y jareio Hai 4 Lo
I BT ST CC{ WL SIS JP VR U PRGN JVE SU
&S o8 slrdrogo . Cawloos] 2 (Mo ¥ )8 f&pl:».g]
olSisls 51 olnailis Uloadly gaids o SlwnsS Ll
odiges Lol blonds LulS & L dn 51 o8 it ol yie
Oiales & 1) St 4 st 925 51 S0 5 Jeel b
b U adlaie )3 30 apde slaly Gle ) WS e
(45 (slaluls) lasSiljl 51 oS )BT Slae slogs) 2
Janl bpme e o5 w08 i s o)l colRiyly
Dedisn sy p S (il 9 (5jlame gl (635,30

WlaadS' g silre ;5 (6500 AL
S ol (15 sma)P destandys] (lo 5o Mylas de gaseo .l
b @by 53959 LIS (B & gt ileme b (olasins
Loy YB b BT el (pan g ygiw (P 5 Qo 9 (oo
O.)l.) )1)3 S L(h)ly..) 2 U.:L(b&?dla 9 AW OR P G\@.«a 00w
OT PR A o]);j g s bbbl S .ol QL\J;JT 9 &ouwd
6o yio slbtime o b duglio LB oS 1l 45 300 02y
g oo o o dade job & Cul eyl (S35 5 "ol
OlwdyS il 53 8,5 ) )V 5l Sy and plul ol

74 :The Scientific Journal of NAZAR research center (Nrc) for Art, Architecture & Urbanism



pe

OPuo (st Cuwl 039 465y Cudrume o slaluS 5
Cuows 3l g s 5 &8 (gloyomiy b ol S5 bt Lo
Ok 5 uie «olipe Jlie 05 00 )55 Cline YL g 5,
2 ol g3y ) dg5g s slp (oS Las -yl
& am o iy )3 550 sl 5 g g miiiold (sl
‘(w): WWOR ¢y ) Cawl 00 Jiiio (oye Ca g Jolio dlais

Lo )YB lacdS” (63959 (b ©jglme ;3 g i om adlo )
29V pgad) Mgxoo o) 0 (ol deidix &S )l 3929 (S5

Jozs 1 uSe LWl =Ugly by oy landS b ol e VY poaad
AYAS byt
1-1. Trough in the nave of San Vitale cathedral, Ravena, Italy.
Photo: M. Atashinbar, 2007.
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1-2. Trough in thebaptistery at San Vitale cathedral, Ravena, Italy.
Photo: M. Atashinbar, 2007.
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1-3,1-4. Water wells inChaters cathedral, France. Photo: M. Atashinbar, 2007.
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Fig. 2. Bibi Shahr Banu Shrine, Shahr-e Ray. Source: Nazar Research Center Archives
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Fig. 3. Water fountain in the cavern-like yard and a stream derives from it.Photo: Mansouri, 2013.
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Fig. 4. Epigraph of lion, cow, eagle and wether. A Bird with human head similar to the synthetic elements of the Qajar period. Geometric patterns of

cross, sun and human.Photo: Mansouri, 2013.
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Fig. 5. Armenian inscriptions. The figures of cross, lion, eagle, sun and

stars as symbolic figures in the Mithraism and Christianity. The victory

of lion on cow as a symbol of triumph of summer over the winter.
Photo: Ehsan Dizani, 2013.
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Fig. 6. A colorful Mithraem within the cave of cavern-like temple.
Photo: Mansouri, 2013.
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Fig. 8. Mehrab hearth or altar in the church was converted into a table and place of religious authority. Hqpat stern silo, Armenia. Photo: Mansouri,
2013.

Ol g olo eeyod (85 L o S5y e i 4y 5
Sl i85 Mo g he Gy 4 (SB o e
5 P 0y ol 2 e LS, rea (A 5)
b OB Ve plas) Wloads 3)lg balualS” (g5laxe lin 35

ol g (Do (L)) ol e By 0 S, ol S0
SlaBl (glogg oSl

Ol )l )18 Clyge ude Q‘J.J‘J’l Y poad

YA (g yquaio : e
Fig. 7. Hearth or altar, Mehrab Gghard, Armenia. Photo: Mansouri,

2013.
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Fig. 9. The figures of the moon and star over the blue cape of Mithra.
Source: Vermazeren, 2004: 79.
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Fig.10. A crow puts a piece of sacrificial meat on the
altar. Source: Merkel Bach, 2008: 418.
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Fig. 12. The figures of stars, moon, sun and the human profiles (coat) on

the dome of the sky. Aesculin, near Saint Lucia Church in Selsey, Vatican,
Chiaramonti Museum. Source: Saqebfar, 2008: 384
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Fig. 11. Mithraem of St. Clement, Rome. The front side and side surfaces of the Mithraem are white. A high base table before the Mithraem (which has been
interpreted as a firebox in some European Mithraea. There are some pictures about this matter. Side columns are red. Golden arch roof. Source: Boyle, 1989: 65.
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The Continuity of Caucasus™Mithra' architecture’s signs and remnants in
the churches of Armenia and Georgia
Shohreh Javadi*

Abstract

Armenia was under the influence of Iran during the reign of Median Empire. Regarding the religious point of view,
this influence continued until “Gregory, the Illuminator" turned it a Christian country in the middle of third century.
Armenians and Persians were of the Aryan race. Furthermore and due to geographical proximity, they had a variety
of common points in terms of religious beliefs and creeds. Accordingly, they had left impact on each other. Ancient
Iranians were always accustomed to worship God on the high places. As such, they were known for their traditional
worship, prayer and hymnody before Ahura Mazda and other deities (Mithra and Anahita). At the time of the
Achaemenid Empire, the triple deities were worshiped thereof.... At the time of the Parthian, these deities had also
been regarded within the framework of general as well as the official religion. Although we do not have any valid and
reliable text on this in Iran, some written texts in Armenia confirm this issue. Mithra had been one of the most popular
and respected deities in Armenia. Similarly, there are many temples and remnants of post-Christianity Mithraism in
the eastern parts of Armenia that indicate the importance and presence of Mithra in these areas. Mithra was considered
as a goddess during the Sassanian and Zoroastrianism. As can be seen in Mihr Yasht ("hymn to Mithra"), while there
is no sign of Achaemenid and Parthian great Mithras, She has a beautiful appearance with a thousand eyes and a
thousand ears. The land of the Caucasus, especially Armenia, had been considered among the most important places
in which Mithra was worshipped before Christianity. According to renowned researchers, Armenia had been the first
place in which Christianity became an official religion. Actually, the oldest state church in the world (St. Etchmiadzin,
third and fourth centuries AD) is placed in Armenia. The old monasteries built in the mountains and on the heights
are signs of the ancient temples. They have great works of Mithra temples architecture that have converted into
churches. However, they can be considered as some authentic and original examples of the evolution of Mithraism
to Christianity. Regarding the current religious monuments in the Caucasus as well as field studies conducted on this
issue, there are some ancient works of basilica (early churches) and cave temples. Geghard cavern-like Mithracum
near Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, are important signs pointing to the strong presence of this religion in the form of
early pure and primary temples and forming the churches thereof. The cavern-like space of Geghard Church within the
massive rocks forms one of the most ancient examples of churches that have been placed in the vicinity of the temples.
The church has important signs of a fountain in the cavern-like yard, a window facing East, altar and sanctuary.
The ruins of Uplistsikhe ancient temple in Georgia and Mithraem of the Church of the fourth century located on a
hill at the same place can be considered as two other examples of the primary presence of Mithraism as well as its
continuance and conversion into Christianity. This article has been based on library studies and conclusions drawn
from field studies through a scientific-research expedition to the Caucasus as well as a set of analyses conducted via

an exploratory research methodology.
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