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Babouc; A work by Voltaire about the ancient Iran
Voltaire
Transleted by: Seyyed Reza Vasmegar *
Abstract
Utilitarianism is one of the essential characteristics of the modern thinking paradigm. We can see this
trend in some different scientific and philosophical aspects during the recent centuries. We can also see it
in the popularity of some certain ideas and thoughts and similarly in the weakening of the ideas what
couldn’t help liberalist, humanist and especially technological developments. The enlightenment literature
and story writing is one of the best grounds for developing of the utilitarian mentality. Without any
attention to aesthetic aspects, the writer, in the utilitarian genre, aims to promote and develop some
certain ideas - such as idea of tolerance — among his readers. Not a very famous work, “Babouc, le monde
comme il va”, is a work by Voltaire, perhaps the greatest figure of the enlightenment age. This text is the
Persian translation of this story. Through writing an interesting story about ancient Iran and Iranians,
Voltaire in fact aims to criticize the social mechanisms of his own society.
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Babouc, le monde comme il va, in: Voltaire, Francois Marie Arouet de, 1966, Romans et
contes, edition par: Rene Pomeau, France: Garnier — Flammerion. ,pp: 93-108.
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