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Abstract

Social Security is due to principles of responsibility that determines legal duties and 
penalizes the refusing from them.  For a long time, civil responsibility with 
compensation for damages which was caused to others was the response to security 
needs; and the dangers that were included in the scope of civil responsibility were 
limited to common daily and regular accidents related to natural or legal persons.  
However nowadays, the evolution of risks and its expansion of scope depicts the 
incapability of the phrases “accident and civil responsibility” in this sphere.  Risk 
management provides for the necessity of new classification and confronting them 
as such, in which the separation of risk into accident and catastrophe are along these 
lines. Examination the definition of catastrophe, and the dramatic change in the 
historical and sociological perspective to it, is the subject of this article, which is 
done in the  form of comparative study, by utilizing the experience and references of 
foreign sources; and simultaneously by provision of case studies it also reflects on 
some of the solutions for catastrophe compensation in other countries. The result of 
the research shows that distinguishing accidents from catastrophes – having 
considered the capacities and necessities of sociological, economical, support and 
insurance organizations – can result in the efficient compensation of the huge 
dangers which face the society; and can be effective in the provision of individual 
and social security and fair division of risks.    
Keywords: Risk, Accident, Catastrophe, Civil Responsibility, Compensation.
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4- Caisse centrale de réassurance 
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1- Terrorism risk insurance Act  
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