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The 1904 Epidemic of Cholera In Persia: Some Aspects of Qajar Society
R. M. Burrell
Farideh farzi ®
Zahra nazar zadeh *

Abstract
‘Cholera’ has been widespread in the world for seven times throughout the history. Before the 19"
century it was restricted to India’s subcontinent and since 181 it has become worldwide due to
foreign trades which caused r;tége casualties. During the 19™ century it has been widespread
severally in Europe and was titled ‘the most notorious disease of the century. In so doing, the first
attempts were made for international sanitary contractions. In 1821 for the first time ‘cholera’ was
seen in Iran, however, the devastating consequences of it such as the trade deficit, lack of human
resources due to the casualties, rising grain prices, fall of public security, robbery were all much more
extensive in the year 1904 than the other times. The main reason why the local people and the
%?vemment_regsted contributing the foreign forces in the campaign with this disease refers back to
1e distrust in actions taken by the foreigners as well as the religious sentiments of the people
tnggered by religious leaders like ‘Agha Hasan Mamaghani’. This article centers on the contributions
of English R. M. Burrell who deals with the cholera,in 1904 based on the first-hand sources of the
Qajar period and its consequences such as contaminated drinking water, the burial process of the
stricken, and the lack of medical u|Pmentw_ere studied.
Keywords: Mozafar-Addin Shah, cholera, foreign forces, religious leaders.
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