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A psychoanalytical approach to the character of Agha
Mohammad Khan-e- Qajar

Ghader Jowdi Sefidan 3
Abolfazl Karimi Javid 4

Abstract

Agha Mohammad Khan’s behavior, the founder of Qajar dynasty who after so many conflicts and clashes
became very powerful, can be psychoanalytically analyzed. One of the factors which influenced his views
and attitudes was the issue of inheritance; that is to say, his family considered themselves the rightful heir to
Safavids’ family. Alongside the previous factor, the dominant ideology of the political society also affected
his views regarding politics and confirmed his courage and cruelty. The traumatic experiences such as
castration and captivity in his youth manifested themselves later on in his way to acquire power and kingship.
With a psychoanalytical and historical analysis, the representation of such factors in his personality is clearly
shown.
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