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Restructuring the Thirteenth-century world system

Janet L.Abu Lughod
Translated into Persian by Seyyed Reza Vasmegar3

Abstract

In this paper, the writer, with an attractive language, deals with the decline of pre-
modern international system and develop of enhancing power of modern world
system in the 16t century. One of the characteristic of post-modernist tendencies is
critical viewpoint about all modernist narrations about all issues. Modern
narration on formation of 16t world system is based upon this fact that all
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* . MA Candidate of the History of Islamic Iran, Shahid Beheshti University.
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medieval cultures and religions, no difference in West or East were obstacles on
the way to globalize the trades and vast transportations and that it was only the
European modern capitalism (in Marx's ideas) or Protestantism (in Weber's
viewpoint) what could construct a really globalized system. However the writer
here provides a completely different narration and criticizes the cliché "decline of
East" and "rise of West". She, finally, prepare some elements for expressing a
general theory about changes in world systems.

Keywords: World system, 13t century, 16t century, Decline of East, Rise of west.
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