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Abstract:

Nowadays, tourism is one of the major sources of
production, income, employment and infrastructure to
achieve sustainable development. Rural Tourism is a
new trend which has been introduced from 50's to the
present. Today, rural tourism industry - as a strategy
with systematic planning and identifying thadvantages
and limitations ofrural tourism- has an effective role in
development and diversification of regional economy.
The present article aims at recognition of potentials and
limitations of the development of rural tourism and
resources providing strategies to develop tourism in
rural areas of Kurdistan (Marivan, Sanandaj and
SarvAbad).

Descriptive ° analytical research method of survey and
library resourses have been used. To determine the
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats,
SWOT has been used. Research is done in a
community of 11 villages with apopulation
overl0,500people.The  sample size has been
determined using the formula 265 Cochran, in three
groups of 124 local residents, 21 of officials and 120
of tourists. The research findings show the threshold
of vulnerability in rural areas is extremely high and
needs reviewing and providing suitable policies to
eliminate restrictions and apply relative advantages.

Keywords: development of tourism, rural tourism,
SWOT, Kurdistan.
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