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A Critical of Mural Painting Restorations of a Few Islamic Buildings in Iran

Danial Harandi*l, Yaser Hamzavi’
Dpt of Conservation of Historic-Cultural Properties Art University in Isfahan

Abstract: Restoration of the mural paintings of Islamic buildings in Iran requires
acceptable principles and criteria for the international associations. These principles should
be matched with the religious norms and values of the society. This becomes even more
crucial when the murals have been drawn from the images and portraits of the Imams and
grandees of Islam religion. As the degree of intervention for restoration of such paintings
has not been clearly determined, the conservator persons overuse their own personal
interests and styles and damage the original concepts of the art. In this regard, the present
study has examined the authenticity of a five restored religious buildings using the critical
analysis of methods of mural restoration and their advantages and disadvantages have been
further investigated. Using this analysis, it can be concluded that the lack of codified
authenticity and criteria in restoration and the existence of a wide range of methods for
inpainting the color of religious murals in different regions of Iran is considered as a
drawback in the authenticity of interference of such arts has led to some faults in their
conservation and their originality has been damaged in some cases.

Keywords: Critique of restoration; Authenticity; Mural painting; Restoration of murals of religious
buildings in Iran
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