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Truth Truth and honour, freedom and courtesy

Full worthy was he in his Lorde's war,

And thereto had he ridden, no man farre,

As well in Christendom as in Heatheness,

And ever honour'd for his worthiness (l. ¢1-2+)
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"Good men," say I, "take of my wordes keep;

If that this bone be wash'd in any well,

If cow, or calf, or sheep, or oxe swell,

That any worm hath eat, or worm y-stung,

Take water of that well, and wash his tongue,

And it is whole anon; and farthermore

Of pockes, and of scab, and every sore

Shall every sheep be whole, that of this well
Drinketh a draught; take keep* of that I tell. (1. YYY+£ -VYY)¢)
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Or where commanded he virginity?

I wot as well as you, it is no dread,

Th' apostle, when he spake of maidenhead,
He said, that precept thereof had he none:
Men may counsel a woman to be one,

But counseling is no commandement;

He put it in our owen judgement. (l. ©1AY)
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Within the temple of mighty Mars the Red?
All painted was the wall in length and brede
Like to the estres of the grisly place
That hight the great temple of Mars in Thrace,

In thilke cold and frosty region,
There as Mars hath his sovereign mansion.(I.Y31V-Y4vY)
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The virtue of this ring, if ye will hear,

Is this, that if her list it for to wear

Upon her thumb, or in her purse it bear,

There is no fowl that flyeth under heaven,

That she shall not well understand his steven (1. + £0Y-) . £0V)
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When that Aprilis, with his showers swoot,
The drought of March hath pierced to the root,
And bathed every vein in such licour,

Of which virtue engender'd is the flower;
When Zephyrus eke with his swoote breath
Inspired hath in every holt and heath (I. Y-7)
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