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A Comparative, Analytical Investigation of Nezami’s
Layly and Majnoon and Arabic Narrations of the Story

F. Reza'i Ardani

Abstract

In Persian literature, in addition to sonnet
(Ghazel) pattern, taking advantage of romantic
poems was also prevailed (and is still prevailing)
to express lyric and romantic contents. Narration
is among those literary types that was considered
very soon in Persian poetry. At the end of the 6"
century AH, the arrangement of romantic stories
by Nezami-ye Ganjavi reached its highest peak.
He versified several famous stories of his erain
such a way that most of romantic versifiers,
knowingly or unknowingly, were affected by his
style and method of narration. One of his
glorious poems is Layly and Majnoon the root of
which should be searched in Arab literature. The
story has been imitated in different languages
several times by poets. In this study, after
providing some introductory grounding, the
author tries to briefly present the historical-
social roots, time and place of the story and the
date of its propagation in Arab and Persian
literature. Then by paying attention to a brief
explanation of the Arabic narration accompanied
by Nezami-ye Ganjavi's version of the story, he
attempts to make a comparative, analytical
criticism of the cases.

Key Words.: Romantic poems, Nezami-ye
Ganjavi, Layly and Majnoon, comparative
criticism, Arabic version of Layly and Majnoon
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