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Suhravardi and Mulla Sadra’s Viewpoint about the Causality of Ideas and
Discrete Imagination world

Mohammad Zabihi
Mahmood Saidi

Abstract:

Suhravardi and Mulla Sadra who have
proved the theory of Ideas or Forms by
following Plato have asserted that the
Platonic Ideas or Forms are the cause of
matter and the indivuals of each material
kind. As regards the fact that the
Imaginad World (objective redities
independent and disconnected from man)
is the intermediate between two other
worlds (linear Intellects and Matter), is it
the cause of matter and it's indiviulas?
The authors in this essay have tried to
answer this important question. It has
been proved regarding the similarity
between cause and effect (ontological
homogeneity) and Mulla Sadra’s view on
empirical and imaginative knowledge
that the Imaginal World (not the
Intellectuall 1deas) is the cause of Matter.
S0 the Ideas and Forms in the Imaginal
World are the cause of matter and they
are the effects of theintellectullal Idess.

Key Words: Platonic ldeas, Forms, the
Cause of Matter, Suhravardi, Mulla
Sadra.
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