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Ahistorical overview of the importance of the Helmand River
in bilateral relationships between Iran and Afghanistan

Darioush Rahmanian? Fazlallah Boraghi*

Abstract

The problem of the Helmand River has constantly been considered as the main cause of
struggle between Iran and Afghanistan over the recent century, and it has not yet completely
resolved. The problem was commenced in 1872A.D./1289A.H. with the arbitration of
Goldsmid. During the age of Rezakhan’s ruling, negotiations began in 1310 which resulted
in signing of the 1317 Treaty. The Iranian government and national council assembly as well
as the Afghan government approved the treaty and the additional announcement, while
the latter was rejected by Afghanistan’s national council assembly. Although there exists a
variety of information respecting the issue of the Helmand River in Rezakhan’s era and some
aspects of this question have been considered in the research literature, it is highly required
to conduct a comprehensive, complete and documented research in this regard. This article,
which is based on the unpublished documents of Iran’s foreign ministry, offering a meticulous,
substantiated and abridged description with regard to historical background of the issue and
expounding its various facets, is devoting effort to find an answer to the question that why and
how the problem of the Helmand River did not lead to a decisive conclusion in the mentioned
period. A multitude of reasons were implicated in not finding a solution to the problem of
the Helmand River, among which Afghans’ suspicion and their lack of commitment to the
exploitation of the Helmand River over Kamalkhan’s dam is of dramatic significance.
Keywords: the Helmand River, Sistan, Treaty of 1317, direct negotiations, good neighbor policy.
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A. Henry. Savage, Landor, Across coveted lands or a journey from flushing (Holland) to Calcutta,
overland.Vol II, (London: Macmillan, 1902), p. 220.

6. Frederick, Goldsmid, Eastern Persia, account of the journeys of the Persian boundary commission

1870 _-71_72, vol 1(London: Macmillan,1876), pp286 - 287. Henry, Mcmahon (sep1906), Recent survey

and exploration in sistan, the geographical journal, No3.vol xxviii,pp218 - 223. landor, vol II, pp 205 _276.
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