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eAhmad Ali Farzin, Professor of Architec-
ture, University of Tehran

Undeniably, the first approach is essential
through the development and use of green
zones or use and utilization of natural elements
or diverse leisure-recreational functions or
even instructional functions that is the overall
result and meets the requirements of this part
of the city. Nevertheless, the second approach
considers the historical and social conditions
more essential and requires a stable presence
of nature in the city and lives and minds of peo-
ple. Utilizing nature in the city is necessary but
not sufficient because it plays a part in shaping
individual and collective memories. Affiliation to
urban spaces or any other human habitat is in
connection with incidents that have occurred in
terms of time and place. This incident of time
that contains a message is the remnant which
implies the memories of developing the iden-
tity of the city and destroying it will destroy the
memories and erase natural, historical, cultural
origins and identity.

But what should be done and it is not done!
is the intellectual contribution and public influ-
ence public on decisions that affect the public
and society and not the administrators or the
private sector. As the text suggests, people do
not have any presence of any or no role. Ur-
ban management, with political interests and
objectives; the investors, in search for benefi-
cial profits and professionals in this conflict are
less successful and do not have any influence
in this approach.
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¢ Mehdi Chamran, Chairman of the City
Council of Tehran

It is necessary to adopt both approaches in
either small or large cities. It is also essential
to emphasize on green spaces especially in
large cities and eliminating small green spaces
or even a tree in a micro-scale level. These
approaches complete each other and should
be utilized together. Generally, green space
is necessarily needed at every scale of city,
megacity, region and district and none of them
should be eliminated.
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¢ Arash Zahedan, Director of Nrc Consult-
ing Engineers

The first approach is rejected due to various
deficiencies such as existence of insecure and
indefensible space, traffic increase, less possi-
ble services to clients, uneasy accessibility and
less motivation for presence of citizens and it
seems that management trends in urban areas
have little impact due to the increase of the
green space per capita in the city. While practi-
cally and based on obtained experiences, it is
observed that people use the edges of these
spaces and a great portion is remained useless
in between. Therefore, the use of space in the
second approach is more optimized than the
first one despite the fact that the construction
and maintenance expenditures are the same
in both approaches.

Concerning three questioned parts, the
share of urban management through acces-
sibility to city resources is definitely more. Ur-
ban management can make the approving ap-
proach possible by investment its policies and
the majority of professionals are to move in the
direction of the overall policy and implying a
specific approach by experts requires access
to the current situation and possible associa-
tion with high levels of urban management in
order to describe the benefits and advantages
of the second approach in quantitatively and
qualitatively.
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¢ Mehrdad Zhand, Ph.D in Urbanism

Researches on characteristics of green spaces in the city shows that creating artificial or sophisticated
green spaces in forms of parks and gardens scattered throughout the city either in neighborhood or re-
gional scale or in bigger scales such as Chitgar, Velayat or Mellat gardens are considered less valuable
than natural spaces with the characteristics found of city developments and the transition of villages to
cities such as huge trees, waterways, valleys and rivers, wooded groves and planted forests. Mostly this
comparison is made due to lack of security, high maintenance costs, their absence in daily lives of citizens,
Damage sustained by social and natural contentious individuals, unsafe community groups and their ab-
normal teachings to other social groups and traffic noise nuisance to residents.

Correspondingly, natural structures have been considered more valuable in daily functions by enhancing
the quality of the city and citizen lives, providing visual comfort and convenience for citizens with the help
of green architecture, implementing permeability for citizens, minimum construction and maintenance
expenditure by using proper land and water systems, lighting, security, furniture, comfort and peace, pre-
serving views, perspectives, and natural terrain and river valleys and daily relationships of citizens with the
nature. The results of this research are to enhance urban green space per capita obtained based on the
consideration of urban management, professionals and financiers to maintain and develop urban green
spaces along the organic or manmade emphasizes on formed structures as well as maintaining green
spaces within residential structures which are being destroyed.
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How to

involve naturein
the city?
Structural or per
capita?

There are two main approaches
that have been identified in order to
enhance the role of nature in the city:

First: It is essential to increase the
green space per capita by creating
wide large-scale green spaces within
the city and suburban areas. These
areas are often outside the range of
daily life where problems such as
defenseless spaces are occurred.

Second: Development based on
natural structure of the city is nec-
essary. Enhancement of natural ele-
ments, even in small-scale, will lead
to enhancement of sustainable pres-
ence of nature in the city. This ap-
proach determines considering the
social and historical conditions and
their role in the minds and lives of
people for landscape and environ-
ment planning an imperative.

“MANZAR” journal have interro-
gated “Beautification by Nature” un-
der the commission of “Tehran city
beautification organization”. In this
regard, this journal asked the ex-
perts of various fields about the two
approaches of nature development
in the city.

The respondents were asked fur-
ther questions that if they consider
the second approach the correct
one, why the administration of Teh-
ran city has chosen the first ap-
proach and how they assess the role
of urban management, professionals
and financiers in selecting these ap-
proaches.
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*Alireza Ghasemkhan, Documentarist

When we speak of nature in the city, we
should not forget that we talk about people who
live in cities and these people are the ones who
are supposed to be in relationship with nature.

It seems that we consider the biological as-
pect of human being in this study. However,
human biological life is quite influenced by his
thoughts in the city; a thought which offers a
new definition and image of human life in every
part of the world due to developing and compre-
hensive communication.

An Iranian who has just experienced the ur-
ban life for half a century cannot be fully prede-
termined. The (newly) urbanized Iranian should
move among huge urban masses while benefit-
ing from the nature and home with which he or
she is sincerely feel connected. | think the en-
vironmental movement, which encourages resi-
dents to maintain nature personally is a more
logical and sustainable movement because due
to people’s contribution.

In traditional Iranian architecture and urban-
ism the residents have an intertwined and in-
tegrated relationship with nature and since this
format is essentially influenced by the geog-
raphy of Iran, it is shaped based on a spiritual
aspect. Finally, | believe that providing a close
connection between urban people and nature
together with creating large natural areas and
parks should be made more accurately and
more profoundly in the second form.
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*Ali Akbar Nasrabadi, Artist

Presence of Nature in the City and Preserving
its Figure

Landscape is in the depth of nature which is
the filter of life and respiration. Having accepted
the fact that this planet is the home perfectly cre-
ated and designed by the unique almighty archi-
tect and human beings have no jurisdiction to
manipulate the physics, nature and function of
landscape, it seems that we have received our
responses.

Since any changes in the body or function
or landscape of an engineered home which is
naturally born out of an architect's mind does not
seem appropriate and must be utilized by proper
decorations, it is essential to the clarify the cre-
ation patterns and permissions to use them in our
creations.

Therefore, we have to remind ourselves that
we need our lungs to breathe and nature is a fil-
ter for our respirations. As a result, we need to
build our homes in the nature, not to build a city
in which we should consider capitation for nature.




