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Pic1: Composite maps with 

additional information show-

ing the occurrences of foot-

ball playing during the entire 

observation period. Source: 

2010.
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Pic2: A sample of landscape 

simulation in regards to na-

ture conservation scenario. 

Palang et al. 2000

Pic3: Four renditions of the 

scenarios used in question-

naire to assess public pref-

erence of the landscape de-

velopment.  Source: Palang 

et al. 2000.
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vide greater certainty and 

precision about particular 

phenomena through trian-

gulation. Source: Deming & 

Pic 3

Pic 2



Descriptive Strategies in 
Landscape Research

Abstract:Description as an objective and inductive strategy is one of the 

fundamental research methods in landscape architecture studies. Descrip-

tive research strategies produce new knowledge by systematically collect-

ing and recording information that is readily available to the investigator and 

does not require complex analysis in order to be understood. Many historical 

precedents demonstrate how the foundation knowledge of the discipline has 

-

hand accounts and inventories of the rich diversity of landscape phenomena 

in the world. Despite its basic roll, it has less been employed in Iranian re-

search designs in a clear way. The main aim of this paper is to point out the 

importance and critical rolls of descriptive strategies in landscape studies. 

-

seys are studied. In there opinoin, there are several types of research de-

sign based upon observational strategies that are particularly relevant to 

landscape architecture. This paper widely explains four types of descrip-

tive research strategy applied within landscape architecture- observation, 

secondary description, descriptive social surveys, and complex description 

(including case studies). Besides, some examples have been mentioned for 

better understanding. In general, many sources have also been used in de-

scriptive research, including written documents, questioners, observation, 

interviews, photos and sketches. Multiple sources may also provide greater 

certainty and precision about particular phenomena through triangulation. 

As a descriptive strategy becomes more sophisticated, it becomes more 

-

ent sources of data. The validity of these kinds of research depends on the 

rate of supporting various sources with each other, process of  extraction 

-

tion, ranking and at the end interpretation.   
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