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��	
���	����	� 	�"��	�+�M	A���N�	1	��	��#�0I	�/�"#�7	2O�+-	�PQ@	�R>�	�����	� 	��!�"#�	
	=>�	����@	��	/�"#�7	1	/�27��7	����+0�	S,!<�	��0 �	� 	�����	
��6	��	��2I�	/�2 	T�U	/��!I�	1	���	/��	�VD�1	� 	�����	� 
	/256	/��	�����	� 	��2I�	��!�"#�	��	2WX�	J���-	� 	�L�@	�����	
��	��	
�+7	�N��	�12��	/��256	/���4I	�N�7	/�>@��	��	��5�
	
��	�Y�Z�	��N�7	/�>@��	��	����	� 	��!�"#�	�����	� 	�L�@	� 	
�6� 	�!6��	��	�����	�� �,R�	1	����	��	/2WX�	=>�	����@	��
	�� �,R�	�����	��	��	����	� 	��!�"#�	=>�	�����	� 	��!�"#�	/��	[U�6	
��"@	� 	���	��0 �	1	��!�"#�	\�5N�	���2 	
�]	^�>Z@

	
�+7	��	���2 	/256	/��	�����	����	1
	256	F72�	��	_P�1	A5�	/��	�����	��	���	� 	`�"@��	��	����	� 	��!�"#�	�����	����	��	�>�>Z@	/��	�!I��	2 	��!�	�#�>�	
��	a���	
	� 	/��4�	/��	�"��H�	1	������	b�0#�R�	1	/����	�����	�0#�R�	c1�	� 	��7d�	=�1DE	
���+��	�,-	� 	�������	�����	\��	� 	������
	b�>�>Z@	
���	��6	\����	�e�"+!��	1	�N�O�@	/������	��	���N!��	� 	��	J�,Z@	1	��7d�	�����	��	��V�++7	����� 	1	������	����1256
	
����	��	2WX�	��	����	/1�	2 	��	��2I�	��+�M	2��	
���	1	��f� 	�����	
��	� 	��!�"#�	/��	[U�6	��	/���� 	� �����	�+7	��	� �W
	/��	�����	���2e	��	����@	��	2��	
��	�7	����	��L1	A�>!��	gR ��	���	����	1	����	� 	��!�"#�	
� 	�+7	��	Bf�!��	�#�>�	1�	
��	��
	F72�	��	��	2U�I	/���0�	� 	�,-	� 	�������	��L1	� 	���@	��	�,�L	��	�����	� 	��!�"#�	A5�	J���-	
� 	��	
�2�V	��2P	�L�@	����	/256
	/���@	/���4I	������	��	K��+�	F"�	/�4I	1	��!U��	2�C�	�R�Z�	2O�+-	1	J���-	��L1	������	� 	K��+�	��2!��	�����	������
	
��	h��!�	
�2 	\��		�����	K��+�	�+�-	1	�+�M	2i�+�	�256	��	/F72�	��0P��	j�Z#	� 	�����	K��+�	������L	������	k�2e�	�2��1�	1


�+7	A��2I	2O�0�	/��256	��	l�,R�	/256	/��	�����	���2e	/�2 	�"��+�	�2"���	����@	��	^�>Z@
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�
��
	2�m 	���N�7	� 	��1�	�#��7 	��F����	� 	/256 	/���4I 	��L1
	����� 	�� 	=��U 	��� 	�L��# 	� 	��+n�� 	�7 	�+0�	� 	1 	������
	�#�>�	
��	��7o@	
���	/�12��	/��256	/��	�H<.�	��	���	��
	����	����	^>Z@	��	��	�����	1	����	� 	��!�"#�	\�5N�	2 
	1 	���� 	�� 	S�04@ 	�K��+��� 	�0��@ 	J�#� 	� 	��12�� 	
���
	����	��	\�2�	��H@	1	a����	��	2��p@	KL��	��	� 	��!�"#�
	q�� 	����F�I 	Y�Z� 	�� 	b�2��p@ 	������ 	K,m� 	�� 	
��� 	��6
	��6	���+0�	1	��	c���	
!I�	
� 	��	KL��	���	��#�0I	1	/2 ��7
	Y�Z� 	r� 	� 	��f�e 	b�� 	�7 	����7 	/�2 	s�O�H<� 	����
	���� 	T��U 	�� 	���!�"#� 	1 	�+0� 	�7	������ 	�� 	
���	��6 	�!� �1
	����	1	����	��	��6	S�0]	KL��	�����	��	���>I	����
	����	
��0@	��	����	� 	��!�"#�	�����	��#�>�	
��	
��6	��	��
	�����-	/�4I	r�	�1��	��	��	����	� 	�.< �+0�	1	[<.�
	��dV2�Wo@	J���-	t��	�5L	
�+7	��	u�2.@	��-��!L�	1	��+�2I
	/��	�VD�1 	1 	T��U 	�/256 	/��	����� 	/1� 	2 	��!�"#�
	����+0�	1	���	A���N�	/����	�����	���+-	� 	/256	/��	�����
	256	2O�0�	/��	�����	��	���	��!���	
��	��	
���	��6	���2 
	�!�#�0I 	1 	/�"#�7 	��-��!L� 	/��	�VD�1 	/���� 	 	�7 	�����
	��!�"#�	/��	[U�6	���2 	
�]	�@	�6	l�<!��	���� 	c���� 
	/��	c1�	�5L	��	�"��+�	/��#�	���! 	��5��	� �����	1	����	� 
	
��� 	��5+.�E 	2O�0� 	/��256	�� 	��	����� 	��������	1 	���2e
	� 	�.< 	����	1	��!�"#�	2 	��dV2�Wo@	J���-	���2 	
��2 �+ 
	�� 	��U	��+7��	��4�	�+�-	��,"@ 	����! 	�7	/256	/��	�����


���	^�>Z@	
��	k����	��	�+7	A��2I

�����
���������
	��"m� 	��"Z� 	/�+0� 	� 	��!�"#� 	�� 	��<�� 	����	�p# 	��
	��!�"#� 	
��6	�� 	��� 	2e�U 	=��2V 	1 	^.- 	�b��� 	��!�1�
	\�2�	
� 	B�H@�	�R>�	1	�R ��	�\�5N�	r�	���+-	� 	����	� 
	��5� 	=>� 	����� 	� 	��!�"#� 	\�5N� 	��12�� 	
����	���� 	1
	��!�"#� 	
�+7	�� 	/�� 	Y�Z� 	���+6	��1� 	b�0#�R� 	�� 	��
��� 	����+0� 	/��	Y�Z� 	1 	��2I� 	���� 	/�	�2���� 	����� 	� 	
.(Giuliani, Ferrara, & Barabotti, 2003; Altman & Low, 1992)

	�� 	��5� 	=>� 	���� 	� 	��!�"#� 	���	�� 	��.� 	b�>�>Z@ 	
	��	����� 	2�C� 	����- 	/���4I 	�� 	�"P�2� 	1 	��4� 	�F���� 	��
 (Kyle, et al, 2004;�+7	�� 	v�N�� 	/256 	/��	t��E 	1	
	
Moore & Graefe, 1994; Williams, et al, 1995)

����	��w	�����N�	�����	��	���>!0�	
�>>Z�	��	/���� 
�2�V	��	2 	��	F��	��	����	� 	��!� �1	1	�����	� 	��!�"#�	������

	r� 	� 	��!�"#� 	
(Jorgensen & Stedman,  2001)
	������ 	1 	����!I� 	���	� 2�@ 	�� 	K0.+� 	���� 	
�] 	�����
	/��!I� 	/��	�F���� 	t2Z� 	���� 	��2I� 	������ 	1 	�-��!L�

	�2I 	�d# 	�����	�� 	��2P2 	�� 	/��!I� 	/�+�I�� 	1 	��� 	F�� 	��2I�
	�"P�2� 	1 	�L�@ 	�� 	�0� 	��4I 	�� 	��U 	/��	=+7 	1 	����!I� 	� 
	��Z� 	/�+"� 	���� 	� 	��!�"#� 	
�6�� 	����U 	�� 	�� 	�� 	2!.� 
	�R��1 	� 	1 	���4I 	� 	����� 	�"x� 	�Ne�- 	J��0@ 	1 	`�"@��
��6	�� 	����� 	�-��!L� 	1 	��+�2I 	��0�L 	�/�2I 	b��O�HU	

	��Ne�- 	J��0@ 	
�� 	/��2P2 	.(Altman & Low, 1992: 5)
�+7	��	A��2I	��	�4I	� 	�.< �+0�	1	�4I	� 	�����	����E	b�"L��	

	�PQ- 	y-� 	 	1 	(Rubinstein & Parmelee, 1992: 139)
	
(Bonaiuto, et al,1999: 332) 	��6	�� 	���� 	� 	2!.� 
	���	=+7 	J �>!� 	2Wo@ 	1 	2�Wo@ 	� 	���� 	� 	��!�"#� 	�
�+n��
��� 	Y"@2� 	���� 	� 	���V� 	1 	b������ 	�b���>!-�	

	
(Proshansky, Fabin & Kaminoff, 1983: 59)

�#�
����������*����������
	/�2I 	���� 	�7 	��� 	z��U{ 	�� 	/��0 � 	���� 	����
	�b�Z�L2@ 	����1� 	a���	2 	����� 	� 	`�"@�� 	�� 	�� 	[<6
	/��	b��5� 	1 	/��!I� 	bQ���@ 	�k���� 	���	c��� 	�b������
	
��"@ 	�����V��� 	1 	�����V� 	b��O 	� 	���� 	� 	�R �� 	�� 	/1
	l���@ 	��2I 	� 	�!� �1 	���� 	
�- 	�� 	���� 	���� 	
�+7	��
	��2I� 	��+��	a��0�� 	���1� 	/2�dE	q��!L� 	��Z� 	1 	T�U
�++7	�� 	�V��� 	T�U 	���� 	�� 	�� 	�7 	��� 	����	�12V 	1	

	
(Proshansky, 1978: 155)
/������ 	���1�2 	�� 	/��F � 	���+- 	� 	�2I 	����� 	g!6dV	

 ���		A�5�	�2I	���|�#��F�I	1	�!U�+6	��1�	��-��!L�	G	��+�2I
	�� 	����.(Proshansky, Fabin & Kaminoff, 1983:59)
	�.< 	��	T�U	\�5N�	1	�+0�	��� 	�7	A�	� 	Y"@2�	�N#X�	��
	1 	��2I� 	��1�� 	���+6	��1� 	����F�I 	Y�Z� 	
��� 	��6 	J��.@
	�!� �1	����	��	
(Canter,1977:159)	�-��!L�	/���+��2I
	`� 2�	1	���	��27	� 2�@	��	����	���	/��2I�	��H@	1	a����	� 
	����	r�	��	��� 	� 	����	1	�H<6	Y�Z�	�.< 	����	����	� 
	����	� 	��!�"#� 	
(Relph, 1976) 	��� 	��2I� 	/�2 	����	� 
	��2I� 	����	��++7	��0+�	��, 	�����	�� 	��0"@	�� 	2@�2I	/F�w
	����	� 	��!�"#�	��7	���	�>!0�	z
�!#�{ 
}Ibid: 31)	���
	2 	�+!"�	1	��� 	��dV	2�Wo@	�0�L	1	/�2I	�!���	t����	��Z�	��
	\����	��U	��+�2I	b��4!>�	K#�P	��	��2I�	�7	���	����	��#�0I
	������@ 	� 	���� 	�� 	
(Altman & Low, 1992) 	�+��	��
	��!� 	�@��N�7	�R��1	� 	������	b������	
!<����2 	��	����
	1	(Lynch, 1960)�+7	��	F���!�	��	����	2���	��	��	��	�7	����
	�b�2�N@	�l���@	��#�@	��+�M	2��H@	��	��6	J��.@	����	����
	1	���	�n��	��	�+�I��	2��N@	1	�R��1	� 	b������	1	b�2e�U
	����	����	�B��	
�-	��	
(Relph, 1976: 56)	�6� 	��� 	�n��
	� 	�����	
�����	�����	g��E	2 	����	� 	�Ne�-	��!�"#�	�-��
	��2I	�V���	� 	�7	���	F��	b������	1	Se��-	k2i	���+-

8$
	2C�	/���256	1	/���0�	2+�	�.�1DE	F72�	�.�1DE	G	��,-	���+,HI
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		.(Willams & Vaske, 2003: 830) �.< 	��	�+0�	1	k��
	��!�"#�	��!U��	��	/1�	2 	K,m�	����	��	/1�	2 	b�>�>Z@
	��� 	��6 	F72�!� 	���� 	���� 	1 	���� 	�� 	��0"@ 	����� 	� 
	1	/�"#�7	2O�+-	�27��7	����	��		�+w	2�	
(Stedman, 2003)
	���	����	��6	yZ 	��1�2I	����	����	�0��@	1	Y� 	��	��#�0I
	��!�"#�	/����	�7	����	����	�U��	��	����	1	�+0�	=>�	� 
	t����	/�2 	
���	��.�	�L�@	�I�7	������	� 	����	/�P	�����
	\�2� 	�7 	�����N� 	���2 	�� 2�@ 	�+��2I 	r� 	���+- 	� 	����
	�� 	����� 	�� 	�0� 	1 	��27 	_]�� 	�� 	JZ� 	r� 	� 	�!� �1 	��
	�� 	����	����	q���� 	zS#�{	
��� 	�����2E 	���� 	��+7	����
	����	�1��	
�+7	��	[<.�	�12 	1	�1��	��	b���H@	a���	2 
	�+7	��	��0+�	2@	̂ ��-	1	2@	/�P	�� 	����	� 	��!�"#�	���� 
	b��N�7	1	b�� 2�@	���+�2I	/��	c���	����0�	��	KL��	� 	�7
	��	2@	/�P	b��O	� 	1	��6	��0+�	Y�Z�	��	�7	����	Y"@2�
	/2@	u]�1	1	2!5 	t��	1	A5I	J �P	����	��L��	A�	�2I	�1��
	/256 	���2e 	�,O� 	k���� 	�� 	��� 	���� 	�� 	����� 	
���
	�7	���	/��2I�	��H@	1	a����	� 	�!� �1	F��	����	��	
���
	Y�Z�	�.< 	����	����	� 	`� 2�	1	��27	� 2�@	��	����	 sQ��7
 ���	��2I�	/�2 	����	� 	����	r�	��	��� 	� 	����	1	�H<6

	
(Relph,1976: 48)
 

�����
��������������,-��
	���� 	� 	��!�"#� 	S,!<� 	/��	[U�6 	1 	��0 � 	���2 	/�2 
	q���� 	�� 	���� 	� 	��!�"#� 	
���� 	��L1 	�-�+!� 	b��2C�
	
���	��6	J��.@	��2I� 	�+�M	/����#� 	1	�R�Z�	/��	�VD�1
	Y��@ 	�5�� 	� ����� 	1 	���F�I 	Y�Z� 	b��O�HU 	�� 	\�5N� 	
��
	b1�N!� 	2��� 	�2I 	� 	/�2I 	�� 	1 	��6	�� 	����� 	�����2 	�25 
	� 	���� 	� 	��!�"#� 	a��� 	
�� 	2 	
(Riley, 1992) 	���
	��2I� 	b�e�"@�� 	��F�� 	���"e�<� 	/�2I 	1 	�-��!L� 	/��	�VD�1
����	A�>!��	`�"@��	�0�L	A��2�	��	�7��.�	��F��	1	����	��	

	��4� 	�K�@2@ 	
�� 	� 	.(Brown & Werner, 1985: 535)
	�K�d�	�\�P	��-��!L�	�>"e	2�C�	� �.�	b��O�HU	� 	/��2I�
	\1��@	��	bQ�HZ@	1	�#��	�����	��V���	r"�	�/��H!P�	�>"e
	�"x�	a����	
��	
����	���F� 	=>�	����	��	�2I	��4�	�����
	��	2C�	����	����	��	���2 	B�	��-��!L�	b�e�"@��	1	bQ��0@	��
	^��-	�����	����	� 	��!�"#�	
(Fried, 1963) �+7	��	�<�
	a����	��V�++7	���N!��	Y��@	J��7	��e	� 	����	�7	��6	��
	k2e2  �� ��V�++7	���N!��	/�2�,�-	/������	�6� 	���P	1	��6
	���2e	��V�++7	���N!��	/��!I�	k����	� 	K��+!�	
�+n��	��+7

	.(Williams, 1995: 85) �6� 	��6
	1 	b��N�7 	�� 	2Wo!� 	T�U 	Y�Z� 	r� 	� 	��!�"#�
	������ 	F�� 	���� 	2� 	/��	�VD�1 	
��� 	���� 	/��	�VD�1
��� 	���� 	�� 	�2I 	� 	2HZ+� 	b��O�HU 	1 	��	J����!E	

	��6	��f�e 	� 	�7 	���V	���� 	���� 	� 	��!�"#� 	
(Ibid)
	���E 	=��FI� 	JZ� 	r� 	�� 	�2I 	����� 	1 	����� 	b��
	���� 	��!� 	F�� 	���� 	�� 	�� 	��2��� 	� 	�2I 	J��0@ 	� 	��+7	��	
	�����	��	��	�+�	1	��	����I�	���	
���	=>�	
(Relph, 1976 :33)
	
!I�	
� 	�� 	1 	��� 	A5� 	���� 	���� 	� 	�"�� 	/��V���� 	��
	S#� 	
�+n�� 	
(Ibid: 31) 	��6	�� 	���� 	��2� 	y-� 	��	
���
	��� 	�!� �1	��	� 	1	
!6��	^,0@	�+0�	� 	�� "��� 	����	�1��"
	��6� 	2@	̂ ��- 	��� 	�1�� 	�� 	�w	2� 	����	�� 	��5i� 	1 	����	��
	��6	���5L	
(Ibid)	�� 	����U	2@	/�P	F��	����	� 	����	��
	�R>� 	�����- 	/256 	/��	Y�Z� 	1 	������!�� 	b���#�@ 	���H!P�
	�A!����7� 	��,Z� 	1 	��� 	/�������	A.w 	� 	�N�0] 	B�H@�
	�� 	S�04@ 	J���- 	�,�L 	�� 	1 	���� 	��H!P� 	1 	~+�2I 	�����@
	�0��@	��1�	�2��	
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Diagram 1. Conceptual Framework of place attachment. Source: author.
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Fig. 1. Different views from space and structure of Avicenna’s Square. 
Source: National documents of Hamedan.
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&	B1�L
Table 1. Evaluation of emotional,functional – physical and semantic Indicators of place attachment in the Avicenna’s Tomb Square, Hamedan. 
Source: author.
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Table 2. Level of emotional, functional – physical and semantic attachments in the Avicenna’s Tomb Square, Hamedan. Source: author.
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Diagram2. Bar Graph of Emotional,Functional – Physical and semantic attachmentsAccording to Table 2 in the Avicenna’s Tomb Square, 
Hamedan.  Source: author.
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Table 3. The relationbetween square attachment and emotional fac-
tors such as;Sense of honor, tranquility and pleasure. Source: author.
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Table 4.The relation between square attachment and functional fac-
tors such as; accessibility, diversity and possibility to sit and shopping 
Source: author.
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Table 5. The relation between square attachment and semantic charac-
teristics such as; physical identity, familiar persons and the opportunity 
to meet  Source: author.
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Diagram 3. Spearman correlation test for examining the relation
between emotional, semantic and functional attachments in the Avi-
cenna’s Tomb Square, Hamedan. Source: author.
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Diagram 4. Effective factors and components in process of the attachment occurrence in urban Squares.  Source: author.
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Role of Place Attachment in Making Identity for Urban Squares
 (A Case Study: Avicenna Square, Hamedan)

Hassan sajjadzadeh*

Abstract
Place attachment is an intersection point between physical, activity, and subjective components in space and it changes 
	���������	��	����������]������
��������]���X�����[������������	����	�������������!��������\
�����$�	��X�������	������	����
functional and physical dimensions perform an important role in improving the quality of urban spaces.  
It should be taken into consideration that effective attachment factors in urban squares can play a great role in the 
desirability of contemporary squares. Due to the importance of attachment to the place for enhancing the quality of the 
environment, the present research has assessed the role of place attachment in creating desirable urban squares. To the 
same effect, urban designers with proper understanding of the changes in urban fabrics must take “place attachment 
X�������������	������
�	�$����X��$��^�
����������!��������	������������X�������������
�X��^�����
	��������		������	�	��	�
in relation to one of the important squares in central Hamedan named Avicenna square. A Persian architectural monument 
that includes Avicenna’s tomb, Bu-Ali Museum and its periphery landscape areas have made Avicenna square a suitable 
space that attracts people. This square is mostly characterized by a series of social events, the people of Hamedan, the 
native culture, the memories of previous experiences, the history of the place and its physical organization. The present 
���������
��������]	�������X�X�X
�	�[����������!��	�
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with place identity. Afterwards and based on conceptual framework, it describes place attachment dimensions. In this 
regard, place attachment indicators have been extracted and then a case study has been carried out using various surveying 
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��������
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with 20 variety questions in each were designed. With the statistical methods, the level of each variable was determined by 
their components. The research outputs in Avicenna’s tomb square proved that attachment indicators which were assessed 
in this square are in the top levels. Accordingly, it was proved that the square identity and the related people imagination of 
	�����	�
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�����[����������
����X��]��	!����	������������		������	�	���[���������	�����\
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behaviors, feeling and social organization of people. The respondents indicated numerous factors involved in the place 
attachment feeling. They included feelings and emotions towards the square, sense of honor and pride and sense of 
belonging. The levels of these factors in place attachment had a direct relation to the period of stay and visiting the place.  
It can be said about the functional and spatial factors of Avicenna square that citizens and visitors, have imagined square 
as a meaningful and enjoyable place where they had a sense of security and calm. These accordingly had a great impact 
on creating satisfaction between citizens. Furthermore, with regards to the semantic factors of Avicenna’s tomb square 
factors such as present signs, symbols, as well as its social and cultural structures play an important role in improving 
the level of attachment to this square. This paper has argued that there is a direct relationship between place attachment 
and place identity. Therefore, among the main factors of attachment to Avicenna’s square; Avicenna’s tomb with its 
artistic architecture in the center of square, convenient access to the square, suitable environment elements such as trees 
and green spaces, commercial and daily spaces around the square, perfect location of the square in the center of the city, 
appropriate objective and subjective views of the square are more important than others. Thus, it can be concluded that 
	�����]�������	�
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�����X����	������	�[�	�����������	�X�$�	��	����	�
�	
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emotional and social concepts have contributed to identity and place continuity, while the social and cultural relations, 
people’s historical memory and their personal experiences have contributed to enhancing emotional attachment to the 
place.  By generalizing the results of this research in relation to emotional components and its role in urban squares, it 
can be said that for a place attachment to exist, it is necessary for the public to have a sense of comfort and calmness as 
well as individual and collective memories. It can also be said about the functional characteristics in squares and their 
impacts on improving attachments to urban squares that their present activities and their physiological, vital and economic 
requirements are the main factors in developing attachment to the place. Also with regards to the semantic attachment, 
the results were argued that occurrence of semantics and concepts in the urban squares depend on personal and collective 
���������������������!����������	��	���^�]���[����������
����X��]����\
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interaction with each other, evaluating the sense of pride to the place (place identity), examining the position of the square 
and its spatial and architectural features. Results of this research can provide appropriate strategy for an ideal square 
designing in contemporary cities.
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