A few words which begin with an overlong syllable are also considered
unpoetic. For example: j!pisd ¢ Sabwyy ¢ u:,)g;;_,f
Conclusion:

In conclusion, the author hopes that this introduction to the question
of how the metrical pattern of individual words in Persian affects the role
they have in colloquial or formal Persian will stimulate {urther research

into this crucial question of style in language.



Examples: '35+ 9 galia 3 Ol L-,Lﬂr_, bl

(2) Jeli-Words which are composed of one medium, one short, and
another medium syllable.

Examples: (§,-J> (Syis o JAie o LgiG] 5 jaias

(3) wMelé-Words which are formed of one medium, one short, and

one long syllable.
Examples: J}_ajlvg s s oalgdl Jlais
The Least Frequently Used Words in Persian Poetry

The least frequently used words in Persian poetry, that is, the ones
which are neither melodious nor appropriate to the most common meters of
poetry, are those in which there are either more that five syllables, or most
of the syllables are short, or there are more than one long or overlong
syllable.

Since the longest meter in Persian poetry (wdle pas sl 3ol )
contains only sixteen syllables, and the commonest ones are somewhat shorter,
it is clear why words of six or more syllables are difficult to incorporate

within them.

Similarly, it is virtually impossible to incorporate words which have
a sequence of short or long syllables into the existing metrical patterns on
Persian poetry.

Lxamples of words which are composed of all short, or primarily
short syllables are the following:

S I S SR TS P W i WP R WS

Examples of words which are composed of long or overlong syllables
are the following: &l jlows ¢« aldyd o8 0 ¢ Ak e y L)

In the case of words in which the long syllable occurs at the end, the
word is not considered unpoetic. For example:

L old e ladts ‘..,..Lsu.;cjlfatg tJlerJ
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When such words do occur in formal prose, they do so in a shortened
form which is more appropriate to the demands of the metrics of formal
prose.

Examples:

0331 o0dii aal  instead of owdeds 0did )

4%i 1,21 instead of SEAILYCI Y

The Most Melodious and Frequently Used Words in Persian

In Poetry, the most frequently used, and, by general consent, mclo-
dious words are shorter words of two or three syllables. What follows is a
brief description of the kinds of bisyllabic and trisyllabic words which are
most frequently encountered in form of prose and poetry, and which appear

to be most in harmony with poetic metrics.

Bisyllabic words:

(1) Jsb-Words which are formed of two medium syllables.

Examples: Al g Jale ¢ e b iy ¢ Bl cledy o 500 e dd

(2) Joni- Words which are composed of one short and one long
syllable.

Examples: .l %) 9 ke ded s ol

(3) Jaxis-Words which are composed of one medium and one long
syllable.

Examples; jloxs 5 Jiaoxl s !“Jﬂ} Sgrld 3 s

(4) J:.:g - Words which are composed of one short and one medium
syllable.

Examples: o 9 52 3 Jbo 3 oo 3 by
Trisyllabic words;

(1) ul J,:g Words which are composed of one short and two medium

syllables.
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THE METRICS OF SINGLE WORDS IN PERSIAN

Khosrow Farshidvard

From the point-of-view of metrics, there are several important
distinctions between colloquial and formal Persian, whether poetry or formal
prose. To begin with, all vowels in colloquial Persian are essentially of the
same length. In both poetry and formal prose, however, the vowels /i/, /i/,

and /0i/ are usually pronounced and scanned as longer than /a/, /if,and fu/.

Another important distinction between colloquial and formal Persian
arises from the metrical appropriatencss of certain kinds of words. By that is
meant how well suited particular words are to the formal style by reason
of the syllables which they contain.

The Meter of Syllables in Pergian

Syllables in Persian may be divided into four types: short, medium,
long, and overlong. All words in Persian are composed of one or a combina-
tion of these four types of syllables.

In poetry and formal prose, words which have too many syllables are
considered unsuitable and are little used. Without being able to specify
exactly what constitutes excessive length precisely, words such at compound
verbal periphrases, particularly negative ones, which contain as many as

twelve syllables are clearly unsuitable.

Examples:

12 syllable W R PR E P IT VA I
11 » SWRNTTN e S oJJ)TrgAiJj
10 » SHEPORPE T AP I ¥



