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The Song of Spring

« Now that the Spring is come, we soar away
To where the plains do flaunt their rich display;
Where blossoms break the prison of the bud,
Oh there to dive in joyful beauty’s flood !

Why languish and droop in these corners mute,
When every bird sings notes on Nature’s flute ?
Do ope vour cyes like narcissuses now,

And sece how hyacinths form locks of love,

And tulips glow like Zarathushtra’s tlame;

Your homage to Lord Mazda thus to claim.

The plains, like peacocks, show their splendour,
All thanks to Brahma for creation’s wonder,

And when the earth is decked like hridegroom nov.,
Remember Krishna's land where he made love;
The glories of your Hind will Llsom again

When the past revives for the future’s gain.

Let love, as Buddha's. give light to your heart,

And learn the Masler's great mrvanic art;

And give communal wars nirvanic peace,

Their cvele of rebirth for ever cease !

Awake ve, and relieve from sorrow’s yoke
The land that shone with glories of Asoke:
Let Vishnu grant all men sustaining breath ;

And of them Shiva claim the patriot’s death ! »
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To:— Aga Poure Davoud,

We welcome you who have come as a messenger of the great per-
sian civilization to our land; we welcome you on behalf of santiniketan
and of India.

In different chapters of our history India hay communed with your
culture; through art and literature and philosophy we have built up a co-
mradeship of civilization, Those were the golden days of Asia’s selfexpression
when inspite of barriers of language and distance her neighbouring continents
carried on a commerce of the spirit rich in the wealth of realization, of
wisdom garnered from many fields of effort and achievement.

Centues of oblivion have intervened, the dust of time has covered
up relics of India’s kinship with Iran. But the memory of that ancient
union still runs in our blood, and in this great Age of Asia’s awakening
we are once more discovering our affinities, we are rescuing the debris of
vanished ages the undying memorials of our cooperation .

You have come to us with that message of Asia’s awakening. Once
more we are to lizht our lamps which ages ago Iran and India placed
together on the altar of Asia’s common culture. The hymns we then sung
in languages closely allied will vet again reverberate under Asia’s sky; we
shall unite our hearts and our minds in quest of the inmost truths of our
soul .

We of Asia are profoundly grateful to your great Monarch who with
his indomitable personality and far-reaching creative vision has ushered in
a new Age in persia and inspired the ncighbouring countrics with a spirit
of selferliance and  hope. We take  this occasion to offer him our deep
appreciation of his gracious friendliness in having Invited me to his kingdom and
given me a taste of persia’s magnanimous hospitality, and in thus lending
your services to our liscabharati in Santiniketan. No morc wonderful manner
of expressing his cordial fellowship could be chosen than thus sending to us¢

one of the noblest emissaries of persia’s culture,

Great is our joy today tathat we welcome you, our friend from Iran,
tis this Ashram of Santiniketan where we have taken up the task of re.
vealing the deepest mind of Asia. May our collaboration bind persia and
India close together in ties of intimate comradeship, uniting us once again

in the responsibility jointly shared of restoring to the modern age the great

gift which Asia has to foffer to humanity .

Rabindranath Tagor
Santiniketan,

Jaunuary 9, 1933
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