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Picl: The popular move-
ments in Paris in the 19th
Century were the result of
provocations created as the
result of urban capitalism
and the mindsets of laborer
societies. The poor neigh-
borhoods of Paris had a key
role in those movements.
Blocking Flanders Street on
the occasion of the Bloody
Week, May 1871. Source:
Junot, 2000: 12.
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Pic3: Org residential towers
overlooking the gate of Fla-
mands township (a porte de
la cité des Flamands). The
gate has been reserved as
the symbol of the old neigh-
borhood. Flamands town-
ship included many ware-
houses and 1,200 houses.
This picture portrays three
stages of the gate across
its history. The sources from
right to left: Junot, 2000: 46,
Thibault, 2001: 86.
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Pic2: The map of areas
around Flanders Street in
District 19 of Paris. Source:
Apur, 2008: 26.
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Pic5: The design of Arp-
age Gallery; Landscape
Architecture, Source:
Kohler, 1993: 206.
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Pic 4: Aerial image of Flanders
Street before its renovation,
Source: Kohler, 1993: 205.
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Pic7: Design award of
Flander Street by Mark
Berry, Architect, and Phil-
lippe Raguin, Landscape
Architect. Source: Kohler,
1993: 207.
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Pic6: The design of Pierre
Soria and Michel Dusolle;
The Architects, and the Gal-
lery of Okant Phillip Niz: The
landscape Architect, Source:
Kohler, 1993: 206.
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Pic8 : Design by llex Group.

Source: Kohler, 1993: 207.
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from passage to urban street

The Renovation of «Riquet» district in Paris with the special approach to streetscape

Mohammad Atashinbar, Ph.D Candidate in Landscape Architecture, University of Tehran, Iran.

Abstract:Streets are the main structural elements in creating urban fa-
cades and urban landscape as well as shaping citizen’s perception and
interpretation from the urban landscape; that's why they are considered
the context for most important urban designs. Flandre Street (L'avenue de
Flandre) in district 19 of Paris has witnessed various city projects for near-
ly half a century. The factor which determines Flandre Street is the bold
action on the physics of the city which is in complete contradiction with
urban conservative policy. In the 60s and 70s modern sculptural forms
without any attention to the historic context and scale of the street with a
mix of towers and fences formed the street's facade. The Paris Municipal-
ity decided to design the central space with widening the street to modify
the extreme differences between the two edges because it had affected
the traditional and Parisian facade of the 19 district. After the second proj-
ect Flandre Street was renamed to Flandre urban street.

This paper tries to analyze and assess the recent proceedings in Flan-
dre Street based on Paris City paper documents in the past six decades
and according to the process of facade formation in different periods on
the consequences resulted from the followed approaches in its renova-
tion.

Although in the two big projects where lots of effort and expenses were
spent and the municipality of Paris tried to transform Flandre Street to
North Champs Elysees according to the comprehensive plan of the sec-
ond half of the 20th century, the project seems to be a failure due to lack
of integrity. Each project focuses on the physics of the street and doesn’t
consider them an integrated whole. Although the modern western edge
obtained a specific characteristic as a separated large-scale street, the
noticeable fact is that Flandre Street was formed and grew apart from
its identity and origins and physical approaches to the recently approved
reform plan did not work in to forming the street’s fagade. In other words
in every project the street was analyzed into its contributing elements; In
the Renovation Project, the body was the main issue and the in widen-
ing project, the floor was the most significant. Though each of the con-
stituent parts of the street landscape can be the subject of a separate
design, but the contest and executive and scientific proceedings should
be also prepared. The definite use of imperative and technically restric-
tive comprehensive plan was the factor which resulted in the concept of
decomposition of a whole street to separable parts in walls and floors due
to the street management policies. While the urban facade is not formed
by physical confinements and it is approved in multiple renovation experi-
ences in Flandre Street within the last 50 years.

Keywords: Flandre Street, Paris, Renovation, Street Widening.
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Pic 9

Pic9: Flander Street in
three junctures; late 19th
Century, late 20th Century
and present time. Sourc-
es from top to bottom:
Junot, 2000 : 60
Robert,1992:58
www.melty.fr
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