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Development. Shanghai,
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sultjames.weebly.com
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Pic1&2: Qianmen Street
before and after reno-
vation, Beijing, China.
Source:  http://hua.umf.

maine.edu and Archive
of Nazar research center.
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eas, Symbol of Reform
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Source: Archive of Nazar
research center.
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Pic5: An alley leading to the
Qianmen Street, transmis-
sion power lines to the ex-
treme difference between
the streets and around. Bei-
jing, China .Source: Archive
of Nazar research center.

s glales @y gad
55 ool s
S g oy slos )l Jolee
N WA (525 9 (S 9
P 0 gyl 1 3B

B )
Pic6: New gray facade
with balanced combina-
tion of traditional, mod-
ern, Chinese and West-
ern features. Beijing,
China. Source: Archive
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Shanghai, China. Source:
www.onedir.com
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China’s Urban Development

From Ancient Urban Decorations to 21st Century Fancy Landscapes

Sara Radaee, M.A. in Landscape Architecture, University of Tehran, Iran.
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Abstract: As the economic growth is accelerated in China, the growth
rate has been increased four times as much as this past rate during the
first two decades of the 21st century and as the trend of globalization
grows, the accomplishment of several large developmental programs is
also expected. Beijing and Shanghai are among the cities that have ex-
perienced globalization earlier than other cities of China by their extended
economy and communication in the world.

In this rapid growth, there are two rather radical approaches to the de-
velopmental programs of cities in China. Sometimes wider boulevards,
towers, facilities and international approaches take the place of approach-
es that refers to East and China and sometimes the historic approaches
are the basis of development, however, they both reflect the image of
China in the 21st century. Most of the latest projects in China originate
from cheap and shallow imitation of historic architecture or the fascination
of international styles which have eventually resulted in loss of present
history in trading and historic cities such as Shanghai and Beijing. The ex-
amples of the latest urban development are Beijing Qianmen and Shang-
hai Pudong regions where these dominant approaches have results in
different shaping as well as completely opposite impression on people.

The issue of no personal property rights has totally transformed the
appearance of Shanghai as a trading city and one of the three economic
powers of the world and Beijing as a historic city for tourism and one of
the oldest capitals of the the world. Beijing Municipal Administration ad-
opted a historical approach in Qianmen restructuring plan due to historic
background and tourism, therefore the Streets are brought back to their
commercial glory of the Ming and Qing period according to the aesthetics
of the period. However, the globalization in Shanghai followed “high-tech
building industry” and combined the concepts of international develop-
ment and regional features.

The latest historic buildings of Qianmen were ruined and imitated el-
ements and facades took over the place. After the renewal, the street
gained a new appearance which did not remind or resemble any other
street. However the Pudong experience with its placeless towers made
the area looked alike everywhere else in the world. Unlike the human
scaled towers of Qianmn, the tall towers of Pudong, created a develop-
ment of space based on the originality of vehicle transfer and transformed
the longstanding tradition in China. Diversity of colors and integrity of
repeated elements (furniture and height) is prevailing in Qianmen (dicta-
toring fagade) while a varied skyline and monotone facades are observed
in Pudong. Furthermore, the lighting programs in Pudong have made aes-
thetical and functional influences on this fagade of Shanghai.

Achieving full financial benefits from tourism, state ownership of land,
large investment and hegemonism of real estate firms as well as cheap
labor force eventually caused fundamental changes in city centers and
urban parts and political maneuvering and a show of Chinese life has
emerged as a result. But the pressure of rapid development and the non
cultural purposes of the government lead to imitative historic approaches
and shallow imitation of historical architecture and as a result China re-
mains hidden behind facades of fake modern and antique today.

Keywords: Urban fagade, Qianmen street in Beijing, Historical ap-
proach, International approach, Pudong area in Shanghai.
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