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Picl: historical picture
from the main axis of
Babur Garden. Source:
Ratish Nanda’s Archive.
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Pic2: the main axis of
Babur garden (pausing
space). Source: Ratish
Nanda’s Archive.
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“Ratish Nanda” Projects director, Aga
Khan Trust for Culture in India and Afghani-
stan, expressed his experiences in cultural
landscape restoration of Babur Gardens
in the 7th workshop of new theories in 19,
September 2012.

Humayun’s tomb garden in Delhi and Babur
gardens in Kabul were among the first Mongo-
lian gardens which were restored by Aga Khan
Foundation in these countries; restoration of his-
torical and cultural landscape was a great chal-
lenge in Babur Garden where a track of Iranian
garden as a context for development of Indian
and Afghanistan culture can be observed.

Restoration of historical and cultural land-
scape of Babur Gardens was an immense chal-
lenge and the gardens had been destroyed in
the successive political changes and various
internal conflicts. The main purpose in Babur
garden was the restoration and preservation of
monuments in order to restore the key aspects
of its identity. According to his opinions, the chal-
lenges continued in the process of repair and
restoration of the history of the site, and dealing
with philosophical, political and physical matters
of the gardens of Babur and Humayun's Tomb
Garden. The cultural and historical landscape
was restored according to the archaeologi-
cal evidence, commentaries, descriptions and
historical pictures. Babur garden identity resto-
ration was also completed based on two main
landscaping elements (main axis of the garden
and replay of water presence) as well (Picl).

The main axis of the garden originates a
space for indecision through human interface
with integral and infinite landscape in a way
that human is such a dependent creature to
nature and does not dominate landscape. This
perception of Iranian landscape in the main
axis of the garden depends on two human be-
haviors, pausing while moving along the main
axis. The main axis of Babur garden in Kabul is
a place to pause and observe which roots from
Iranian garden landscape (Pic2). Moving along
the main axis has been transferred to side axis’
which means the two mentioned behaviors
do not occur in Babur garden. It was the main
components of the recreation and restoration
of landscape that was generally discussed at
the workshop.

Eventually, this question was raised at the
workshop as a basis for creating a new theory:
Have the pausing spaces in viewpoints of main
axis of Babur gardens which have been restored
based on historical pictures lead to the percep-
tion of meditative landscape through human in-
terface with endless space is the main axis?
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