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Pic7: Central axis Land-
scape plan of Babur garden. 
Source: www.archnet.org
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Pics1&2: As the largest 
Public space of the Kabul, 
Babur garden has an im-
portant and decisive role 
in the city’s urban land-
scape. Source: 
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Pics3&4: Cultural and 
artistic festivals and cer-
emonies in the garden 
after restoration, has an 
important role in reviving 
and causes it to become 
one of the most impor-
tant Public city centers. 
Source: www.wn.com
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Pic5: The main axis of 
the garden as one of the 
landscape garden com-
ponents, according to 
the documents and ar-
cheological excavations 
restored. Source:
www.enotes.com

www.bridgesthatunite.ca
Pic6: In order to use the 
Contemporary man and 
his presence as a live 
element, in the planting, 
shaded trees used. Source: 
www.bridgesthatunite .ca
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Abstract:The notability and value of historic gardens from cultural land-
scape aspect and the role of these gardens in restating the culture and 
civilization of a society have made the protection and rehabilitation pro-
grams twice as important. Therefore, in countries with renowned ancient 
landscape and gardening civilization, an important part of conservation 
and rehabilitation programs is allocated to the preservation, restoration 
and rehabilitation of the site and historic gardens. On the other hand, the 
importance of this issue has lead to establishment of various and even 
opposite approaches in restoration and rehabilitation of this cultural heri-
tage as well as declaration of multiple charts and statements about the 
revival of other historical sites in this area. Although differences in these 
approaches are found, it is clear that mere restoration of historic is not 
enough and there should be an effort to create a variety of functions and 
activities to bring people and modern city life to these places.

The remarkable thing is that in many of these approaches the human 
life is considered as a key element in revitalization and rehabilitation of 
these spaces. Since the historic gardens are parts of the cultural land-
scape and considered cultural achievements of each community, their 
physical preservation is not enough and regarding their hidden historic 
and cultural layers, the transfer of cultural values  involves the human 
presence in space. Therefore, the landscape architect has acted differ-
ently in rehabilitation of historic gardens and has considered various fac-
tors in this process. Meanwhile, the knowledge of landscape relying on 
different aspects of history, culture, environment and city, in restoration 
and rehabilitation of historic gardens embraces the modern culture and 
context of the city in order to connect the cultural-historic achievements. 
Therefore, this new approach looks upon rehabilitation of gardens as 
places for assembling people in order to revive them. As a result, these 
gardens will be considered historic collective spaces and they will turn 
into dynamic public places by bringing human and cultural activities to 
these places to preserve and transfer cultural values. This paper tries 
to challenge Mohammad Shaheer’s approach as a landscape architect 
in rehabilitation of this historic garden by reviewing the restoration and 
rehabilitation of Babur gardens.

Mohammad Shaheer’s experience in restoration and rehabilitation of 
Babur gardens showcases that the revival of a historic garden goes be-
yond preservation and restoration of physical and even landscape ele-
ments. In this case, the importance and impact of the garden on adjacent 
city structure and residents has lead to the intervening of the rehabilitation 
program in the city to affect the quality of life for people. It shows that 

a historic garden and facilitate them appropriately to meet the needs of 

-
tainable development.

Keywords: Rehabilitation, Historic garden, Collective space, Cultural 
landscape, Mohammad Shaheer, Babur garden.

Reference list
MANZAR’s interview with Alain Provost. Jour-

nal of MANZAR 3 (17).

http://www.akdn.org/publications/2004_afghanistan_babur.pdf (accessed 15 July 2012).

ATHAR (44): 108- 110.
-

roundings in Kabul. Urban Conservation and Area Development in Afghanistan: 
21- 41. Available from:
http://www.akdn.org/publications/2007_akhcp_afghanistan.pdf (accessed 10 July 2012).

-
talization of a historic garden. Journal of MANZAR, 3 (17): 54- 59.

Shervin Goodarzian, M.A. in Landscape Architecture, Imam Khomeini International University of Qazvin, Iran. shervin.goodarzian@gmail.com

Rehabilitating the cultural landscape
Landscape approaches used for revival of the Babur`s historical garden

Pic 6

No.19/ Summer 2012
50


