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Picl, 2 : the completion
of Citroén Park in the Cit-
roén Factory site. Source:
Allain Provost,2011.
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MANZAR'S interview with Alain Provost

Interviewed by: Mohammad Atashinbar, Ph.D. candidate of
Landscape Architecture, University of Tehran.
atashinbar@ut.ac.ir

Manzar magazine arranged a meeting with
Alain Provost in 2012 and interviewed him about
his theories, his landscape approaches and de-
velopment process of these approaches. The
following text is an abstract of this interview. The
text is fully translated to Persian in the Persian
part of the journal.

The French landscape architects were gradu-
ally introduced to the society and opened their
own urbanism and architecture offices after the
war, Athens charter and the opening of national
landscape school. Meanwhile, most of the Eu-
ropean countries such as ltaly, Spain, Portugal
and Netherlands were using French methods in
their landscape until 1990 when the globalization
ended this period. Provost believes that he could
match the traditional French gardening methods
to the new society.

He explained that he believed that a trace of
his history and not pure historicity must exist in
his designs when he was asked about his ap-
proaches to history. His historical approach is in
fact the recreation of the history of gardens in
which the role of geometric designs is strongly
obvious but with a contemporary outlook! This
approach can satisfy the current needs of the so-
ciety as good as the “neo-villager” approach.  In
his opinion there are two conditions in confronting
a site: if the site is worthless, one does not seek for
any signs and the intervention is an imperative. In
contrary to that if the site has a value one tries to
consider that and benefit from it.

The Citroén site was an unfavorable empty
site where the signs of factory were completely
removed. He started his designs based on the
linear axis of French gardens. The Thames Bar-
rier Park was also an empty site which was de-
mined for three meters under the ground. It was
a post industrial site with no significant signs. The
design was started on the basis of English gar-
dening methods. The locations of the buildings
were dedicated by the adjacent buildings in con-
trary to the Citroén Park where the site had to
be matched with the existing buildings. Eventu-
ally “the architecture was in accordance with the
park”.

He explained his several reasons for using or-
ganic designs to and geometric forms. He found
the German organic gardens, built in new cities
of Germany after the war, the only source for
his design in the Courneuve Park 40 years ago.
Therefore, the result was an organic project.
Then he focused on grand infrastructural proj-
ects at large scales and he was away from urban
parks. In May 1968 the younger architects took
over the leadership from older architects with
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the slogan: “we want to change the world”. With
the help of curved and undefined forms they built
cities were finding a location was almost impos-
sible. He finds these cities undefined because he
believes that the geometric axis create an identity
for a city. Thus, Provost changed his methods and
used geometry.

He also explained his design approaches out of
France and why he implemented different designs
due to the differences in historic gardens and
people demands. For instance, the Arab garden
is at small scale in the United Arab Emirates but
the people demanded large scale castles. There-
fore, he tried to create an Arab garden at large
scale that could match these castles. He also de-
signed an imaginative carpet of vegetations with a
concept of French gardens in Africa were no evi-
dence of historic gardens could be found and the
people were looking for French gardens.

Provost pointed out that he has different ap-
proaches in reconstruction and restoration of
historic gardens. Unlike the architects of the
buildings who do not pay attention to vegetations
and try to reconstruct the gardens similar to the
way they had been, he believes that if a historic
garden is not important it is better to use an initia-
tive that promotes its importance. The landscape
architect is the only person who has the neces-
sary courage and intelligence for a change and
creativity And Perhaps it is what makes a land-
scape architect among others.

He also emphasizes on the landscape ar-
chitectural interventions in city and he believes
that these interventions must be done first by
the landscape architects and then the urban de-
signers and architects because urbanism and
architecture are considered the components of
landscape architecture. A landscape architect
has the knowledge of creating an urban land-
scape further than knowing about planting flow-
ers. Landscape architects consider wider range
of variables and they are more sensitive about
the landscape (geography, geology and plant).
The difference between a landscape architects
and a road engineer in land projects is that the
engineer chooses the simplest way in building
a highway while the landscape architect tries to
have the minimum of art in his designs by Land
Art without any major intervention. When a road
engineer decides that the road crosses the hills,
the landscape architect job is to make this road
more beautiful.

Special Thanks
February 16th, 2012
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Pic3: anintervene in a site
with no precious historic
background and revitaliz-
ing the site, Thames Bar-
rier park, London. Source :
Allain Provost,2011.
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Pic4 : continuous set of
gardens and water along
the linear path is a solution
for creating diversity in a
simple plan , the ease Bir-
mingham garden. Source:
Allain Provost,2011.



