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"VARHANG", the lost Iranian-lslamic Archetype

"New Theories" is the title of workshops that NAZAR research center holds for
experts who has obtained new interpretations of old issues through the looking to
experience and reflect on a particular topic. In first session of New Theories work-
shops on 9/1/2012, Dr Nasser Barati, member of the scientific board of Architecture
and Urban Planning- International university of Imam Khomeini, explained new re-
sults of his new theory for audience. Following a brief report of this conference is
available. Articles containing this theory will be published separately.

In this session, he started with defining the
essential issues, “Archetype” on one hand and
the “mutual relation between language, thought
and environment” on the other hand. According
to these definitions, the identity, survival and in-
tegration of a nation is considerably assigned
by its myths and archetypes. Likewise in the
Iranian culture arena, such mythical patterns
should have existed in order to integrate differ-
ent individuals and groups through centuries in
that diverse and extent society that used to be.

He then mentioned the role of language in the
formation and continuity of effective archetypes
in the creation of environmental structures in
diverse societies. This specific function of lan-
guage is related to the role it has in the forma-
tion of concepts and symbolic codes and also
the disclosure of those codes and symbols by
the society. Then he described the meaning of
the bipolar literacy-cultural system of “up” and
“down” that is actually reflecting an archetype
which has been unknown until now.

He continued by referring to the Zoroastrian-
ism and even former religions in ancient Iran
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and neighboring regions who believed that
the world is divided into 3 sections; up, middle
and down. The upper part is the symbol of in-
nocence and salvation. The lower part is con-
sidered as darkness and weakness and where
they meet in the middle is called “emptiness”.
We can read this mythical narrative of building
the “VARJAMKARD” in Avesta.

Afterwards he carried on by bringing exam-
ples of this cultural phenomenon. For instance
in noble Iranian mosques, the entrance of the
bedchamber (Shabestan) is considered the
“bottom”, and the opposite side which is the
sanctuary is considered the “top”. The con-
cepts of “Top” and “Down” also apply to other
spaces like the Iranian’s traditional gymnasium
(Zoorkhane), traditional houses, tombs, and
specially gardens. We can observe such sym-
bolic and metaphor phenomenon in spaces like
“Shazdeh” garden in Kerman.

At the end, he added that “Far (/feer/)” means up
and “Hang (/haeng/)” means intention in Farsi, so
“Farhang” (which means culture in common), actu-
ally means intending to go towards perfection.
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