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Pic 1: A part of map drawn
in Mozafaredin Shah Qa-
jar period (1896 to 1907)
by Ardeshir Zare in 1905
is now being preserved in
Neishabour Foundation.
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The €Eldest Technical Map of Tehran

An interview with Professor Fereydoon Joneydi, Director of Neishabour Foundation

Discovering every new document in the his-
tory of this homeland will lead us to a profound-
er self cognition. Historical documents are in a
mystic language. The earliest map of Tehran is
a proving document that can interpret Tehran’s
characteristics which are so highly demanded
for architects and urban designers, since they
rely on historic values to invest in their designs.
This map is a valuable document that contains
property system, historic division of Tehran
lands, the place of elements that are not in
existence any more, the roads and paths that
participate in creating and reminding the public
memory and dozens of other points.

Neishabour Foundation (Iranian Culture
Research Organization) directed by Dr. Fer-
eydoon Joneydi — founder and director of the
foundation, researcher of Shah Nameh and an-
cient culture and language professor who has
devoted his life to enhance self confidence in
Iranian people and introduce the Shah Nameh
and its Iranian cultural lessons to younger gen-
erations — is planning on unveiling the eldest
technical map of Tehran. This map which has
been completed in the time of Mozafaredin
Shah Qajar (1896 to 1907) by Ardeshir Zare
in 1905 is now being preserved in Neishabour
Foundation. Ardeshir Zare was one the well
known men who bought a vast land in north-
west of Tehran for Jamshidian trading firm and
gradually completed multiple constructions in
this land which was eventually named Jamshid
Abad. One of his foremost works was the con-
struction of 40*60 meters which is about 2400
cubic meters. He purchased a Russian theodo-
lite for preparing a comprehensive map to sell
some portions of the land. Some of the names
he put for the northwest streets of Tehran such
as jamshid Abad, Amir Abad, Sindokht, Nosrat,
Forsat and etc are still used.

This map is distinguishable among its historic
and modern peers not only for having a historic
background, but also offering some unique
features which are so creative and amazing for
the time when it was being prepared. Firstly,
it is acknowledged as an engineering map in
contrary to the previous ones which had been
provided by the government’s engineers which
were drawn by hand and didn't offer accuracy
in dimensions and angles. Secondly, it is an
honorary map which has been provided by a
loyal Iranian who took himself responsible for
his country unlike the previous ones that has
been provided by salaried employers in years.
This map also shows the city development to-
ward Shemiran.

Having this map Introduced to the research-
ers, new achievements will be expected in
studies of Tehran. Dr. Fereydoon Joneydi be-
lieves that this document is to be preserved in
a museum for both being introduced as a dra-
matic case to people and as a valuable docu-
ment for students and professors.
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Pic2. A map of Tehran
prepared by colonel Reza
Assari in 1944 with per-
mission of Army Head-
quarters and the Ministry
of Culture and the Tehran
Municipality. Comparing
this map with the Ardeshir
Zarea's which was drawn
nearly half a century be-
fore, is highlighting impor-
tance of the task. Source:
Motamedi, M. (2002).
Historical Geography of
Tehran, Tehran: Markaz-e
nashr-e daneshgabhi.
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