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Pietro della Valle, Bibliote-
ca Apostolica Vaticana, Ms.
Ottob. Lat. 3382: fol. 104 v

Picl. Sketch by Pietro del-
la Valle of the great pond
of Bagh-i Jannat in Qaz-
vin. Source: Pietro della
Valle, Biblioteca Apostolica
Vaticana, Ms. Ottob. Lat.
3382: fol. 104 v.
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British library, ms. Sloane
5232, fol.45v.

Pic3. Chaharbag-e hezar
jarib drawing by Alemi
according to the survey
by Engelbert Kaempfer.
v - Source: British library,
> ms. Sloane 5232, fol.45v.
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Pic2. Chaharbag according
to the prescriptions of Har-
avi. Source: Alemi, 1986.
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Engelbert Kaempfer, Brit-
ish Library, ms. Sloane
5232 fol. 45destra

Pic5. survey by Engel-
bert Kaempfer of the
pavilion in caharbag-e
hezar jarib surrounded
bya waterchannel and
four basins. Source: En-
gelbert Kaempfer, British
Library, ms. Sloane 5232
fol. 45destra
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Engelbert Kaempfer, Brit-

ish Library, ms. Sloane
5232 fol. 45

Pic4. Right: Detail of part
of the royal channel in
stone where water de-
scends at each terrace
from one basin to an-
other of different shapes
creating waterfalls. Left:
balakhane hezar jarib and
a part of Shah-jSource:
Engelbert Kaempfer, Brit-
ish Library, ms. Sloane
5232 fol. 45.
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Babur nama, Victoria and
Albert Museum, London
IM276-1913

Pic6. Babur is supervising
the works in the garden
to the south of the white
mountain at Niknahar.
Source: Babur nama, Vic-
toria and Albert Museum,
London IM276-1913
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Engelbert Kaempfer, Brit-
ish Library, Sloane 2923,
fol. 74v

Pic7. the drawing by
Engelbert Kaempfer rep-
resents the gardens “be-
hind Ali Qapu” known

as bag-e sa'adat. Source:
Engelbert Kaempfer, Brit-
ish Library, Sloane 2923,
fol. 74v.
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Engelbert Kaempfer, Brit-

ish Library, Sloane, Ms.
2923, fol. 70

Pic8. The drawing by
Engelbert Kaempfer rep-
resents ‘Ali Qapu, the
great portal of bag-e
sa‘adat, where was laid
the inscription. “that this
gate should open to pros-
perity”. Source: Engelbert
Kaempfer, British Library,
Sloane, Ms. 2923, fol. 70
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The miniature from the
manuscript conserved in
British Museum (Or.2265
fol.26v) is published in:
Welch Stuart Cary, the
Royal Persian Manu-
scripts London Thames
and Hudson 1978

Pic9. The miniature at-
tribuited to Aga Mirak,
painter of the court of king
Tahmasp, representing the
bag-e sa‘adat in Qazvin.
Source: The miniature from
the manuscript conserved
in British Museum (Or.2265
fol.26v) is published in:
Welch Stuart Cary, the Royal
Persian Manuscripts London
Thames and Hudson 1978.
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British library, Album of
58 views of Persia mostly
made during the Ouse-
ley embassy of Tehtan
(1810-1812)  Shelfmark
WD3274, fol. 37.

Pic10. View of Bag-e Takt
-e Qarace from the moun-
tain north of Shiraz. Source:
British library, Album of 58
views of Persia mostly made
during the Ouseley embassy
of Tehtan (1810-1812) Shelf-
mark WD3274, fol. 37.
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PascalCoste, Bibilotheque
Municipale de Marseille,
ms. 1132, fol. 46

Piclla. View frominside the
talar in Bag-e Sa'adatabad
in Esfahan includes the
river Zayande. Source:
Pascal Coste, Bibilotheque
Municipale de Marseille,
ms. 1132, fol. 46
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PascalCoste, Bibilotheque

Municipale de Marseille,
ms. 1132, fol. 43

Pic11b.Bag-e Sa‘adatabad
plan in Esfahan. the place-
ment of the pavilion in the
plan of the garden is not in
the middle it stands togeth-
er closest possible along
the river. Source: Pascal
Coste, Bibilotheque Mu-
nicipale de Marseille, ms.
1132, fol. 43
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Pic 12a. Bag —e Faraha-
bad created by Shah Ab-
bas on the river Tahan,
Source: Alemi,1994.
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Pietro Della Valle, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana,.\
Ms. Ottob. Lat. 3382: fol. 104 r. Qui, nel suo diario
.Pietro Della Valle usa il termine persiano jannat
Pietro della Valle, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, .Y
Ms. Ottob. Lat. 3382: fol. 105 r
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Henry Corbin, Corpo spirituale e Terra celeste. Dall's
Iran mazdeo all' Iran sciita, Paris, 1979 (trad. Gabri-
ella Bemporad, Milano,1986):54
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James L. Wescoat, Jr. and Joachim Wolschke-Bul-
mahn eds. Mughal Gardens. Sources, Places, Repre-
sentations, And Prospects. Dumbarton Oaks Research
.Library and Collactions Washington D.C. 1996
Navidi, ‘Abdi Beyk Shirazi. kolliyat-i navidi.Teh- A
ran: Biblioteca Centrale dell Universita di Tehran,
Ms. 2425, (copied in 1561).the manuscript contains
4135 verses in five poems: rawzat alsefat,(501-16),
dawhat al-azhar(517-44) jannat al-athmar, zinat al
(—awraq e sahifat al-akhlas (fol.545-600

Navidi, ‘Abdi Beyk Shirazi. dawhat al-azhar. Mi-
nai, Ali, and Rahimov, A., eds. Moscow: ,idareh-ye
.enteSarat-e danes$,1974
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Mahvash Alemi, "The Rose and the Royal Gardens of
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Symbolism in Persian Garden

The Sense of Nature in the Royal Safavid Gardens

Mahvash Alemi, Ph.D in Architecture.
mahvashalemi@gmail.com

Translated by Shahrzad Khademi, M.A. in Landscape
Architecture.

shahrzad.khademi@gmail.com

Abstract: Scholars have mainly insisted on
the formal geometry of Persian gardens as a
fourfold plan. Here | will discuss that this theory
does not correspond to the original documents
showing the plans of Safavid gardens. Through
the study of a treatise written on planting a cha-
harbagh, we shall see that its layout does not
correspond to the plan of a garden with cross-
ing channels, as it is usually sustained, but to
a great garden reflecting the whole created
world.

The idea of the garden as the image of the
world in the mazdean thought, re-elaborated
in the philosophy of light, suggests that garden
studies needs a step beyond its mere layout.
The Safavid chronicles, reveal a clear atten-
tion towards the undefiled nature in their garden
making that has not been sufficiently underlined.
We shall see that the essence of the garden is
not linked to a specific plan, but rather to the re-
altion it establishes with the undefiled nature.

The poems written in praise of Shah Tah-
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masb and his gardens in Qazvin reflect the idea
of the king and his garden mirroring the cre-
ator and the world. The comparison between a
drawing by Kaempfer and a miniature depicting
shah Tahmasb’s garden in Qazvin leads to the
understanding of the garden as encompassing
the whole world. The undefiled nature and its
view is desired beyond the garden walls. We
shall see how the inclusion of undefiled nature,
as an essential part of the image of the garden
is achieved through different strategies, mani-
festing an idea of the garden in which the king
as the king of the world recreates the image of
the world.

The hypothesis in this article mentions that
the word caharbag does not thus correspond
to the plan of a garden divided in four by water-
courses, but denotes a great garden.

Keywords: Persian Gardens, Imago Terrae,
Royal Safavid Gardens, Medio Mundi, Pavil-
ion, Chaharbagh.
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Laurens,1998
Pic 12b. Teshne river
with Jahan nama pavil-
ion Bagh-e Farahabad.
Source: Laurens,1998.
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