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Celestial Landscape

A Look at Moon Motifs in Ancient
Iran

Abstract: Ancient artefacts are full of motifs
of celestial bodies, humans, animals, plants
and rocks. A closer study of these motifs re-
veals broader concepts beyond their mere ap-
pearance. Evidence proves that these ancient
motifs are rooted within a nation’s culture, re-
ligion, and tribal beliefs. A better understand-
ing of these images requires a comprehensive
study of artefacts and relics dating from an-
cient times.

Hypothesis: From prehistoric times to the end
of the Ancient Age, Iranians have sanctified
and worshipped the moon as a symbol of the
goddess of birth and fertility, Sin and Anahita

Keywords: moon, goddess, plants, animals,

fertility, water.
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Since the moon’s cycle of transformation resembled
the endless cycle of birth, life and death and a crescent
moon looked like a cow’s horn, ancient Iranians consid-
ered it as a symbol of birth and fertility and the protector
of livestock.
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