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3rd Prize Winner of IFHP International stu-
dent competition, 2010
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The annual congress of the International Federa-
tion for Housing and Planning was held last year
in Porto Alegre, Brazil and was entitled “Build-
ing Communities for the Cities of the Future”.
As of 2007, half of the world lived in the cities
and this amount will increase to 70 percents by
2050. The accumulation of people with different
socio-economic backgrounds in the cities will be
undoubtedly accompanied by deficiencies such
as poverty, social discrimination, lack of hous-
ing, etc. The 54th IFHP Congress addressed the
issue and was also accompanied by an interna-
tional student competition, which demanded a
renewal plan for Morro Santa Teresa region in
Porto Alegre.

A group of students in architecture from the Uni-
versity of Tehran (Mahan Shirazi, Mohammad
Bagher Mansouri, Nafiseh Mousavian, Sepehr
Zhand, Hasan Sazmand) were the 3rd Prize win-
ners of the competition.

The starting point of the proposal is the concern
with natural preservation and requalification of
the existing favelas, two central elements of the
brief.

It does so by proposing a spatial mega-structure
that covers the whole area introducing a system
of tessellation as a way of embracing the different
conditions of the site with a view of creating new
mixes and introducing new programs.

The tessellation provides an accommodation
between the proposed fabric and the surround-
ing urban fabric. The density of the tessellation
reduces as it comes down the hill towards the
waterfront.
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