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Fig 1. The location of the Armenian cemetery as indicated in Dar Al-
Saltane Map of Tabriz drawn by Mohammad Reza Mohandes and
Colonel Gharaje Daghi in 1297 AH. Source: Fakhar Tehrani, Parsi,

Bani Masoud, 2006.
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Fig 2. The location of the Armenian cemetery as indicated in an aerial
image in 1956. Source: Author.
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Fig 3. The Armenian cemetery and its church. Source: Architect Azizy-
ans
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Fig 4 & 5. A stonework unearthed in the vicinity of «Khaje Taj al-Din
Ali Shah» mosque. Source: Karang, 1995.
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Fig 6. A stonework unearthed in the cemetery (it is similar to the col-
umns discovered around Khaje Taj al-Din Ali Shah mosque). Photo:
Mohammadbagher Kabirsaber, 2010.
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Fig 9 &10. An Islamic gravestone in the cemetery (assumed to belong to
the era between the seventh and the ninth century AH). Photo: Moham-

madbagher Kabirsaber, 2010.

e

LSL”O?:“‘ &9 XL N oo dwlid ,_ouja.v"m 5 axlllao
Sl 4 jgpuio) olisle Izl anled rels Ao sla yoglS
A3 e ol |y gl (egdg0 9 (S Sy (05 olile
Srd syl 5l lodue ‘l.e(vl b 0gud 45T el dwdin
Jsre QURL] jas )3 &8 sl (6)5 )55 )3 €y ol cason

(A gV p9lad) by yorb @ i s (b pln

A gV ol

5l Slges

N slagygis
dbgoro )3 39290
oS il i )63
‘_;th.g LY d.l;u.a
e Skl 093
: U..S,c-wl 039
BEPSWLL I
AYM

Fig 7 & 8. A
stone column
in the cemetery
(assumed to
belong to the
11-Khani era).
Photo: Moham-
madbagher Ka-
birsaber, 2010.
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Fig 11 & 12. A gravestone with Arabic inscription Photo: Mohammadbagher Kabirsaber, 2010.
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Abstract

The Study of manifest and covert qualities of historical cemeteries with the purpose of understanding a part
of orders and relations in past societies is important for the art history researchers. Through reflection on the
environmental qualities of these areas and also study of the dispersed cultural materials in their environment,
can help us understand the unknown about the background of Iranian societies and their dominant thought
patterns. But if from the beginning, the semantic structure of such premises has been constructed based on
conflicting or contradictory elements, their semantic analyses faces a great challenge in its course. Since in
order to uncover the truth, many obstacles should be identified and cleared away. Given that, the present
paper reviews the interesting co-existence of Islamic and Christian cultural materials in Tabriz Armenian
cemetery. Many Islamic gravestones related to the era between the seventh and ninth centuries AH as well as
many Islamic carvings and reliefs, especially those created during I1-Khani era, exist alongside the Armenian
gravestones. The proximity of artworks from two different ideologies (Islamic and Christian) in this cemetery
has created a rather chaotic condition since this amalgamation of varied works, styles and implications of
the history is quite heterogeneous. The “why” and “how” of this condition is the main question of this paper.
Through historical descriptive method, it is explained that environmental quality of the cemetery is the result
of a historical process in which, some Islamic cultural material were relocated from their original context to
another (the Armenians cemetery). It needs to be mentioned that while the primary objective of this paper
is demystification of the mentioned issue, it attains two more achievements: first, resolving some scientific
loopholes about these historical sites, and second, identifying some of the construction materials used in the
historical structures of Tabriz province during seventh and ninth centuries AH. Furthermore, the paper first
analyzes the formation process of the cemetery and then proceeds to answer the question about the existence
of Islamic cultural works in the cemetery.
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