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1. “The Revelatioin pictures the victory of God’s kingdom over Satan occuring in
two stages. Satan who has already been bound by Christ (Mt.xii.29) will be further
curbed before his final destruction in the lake of fire (Rev.xx.10). at the parousia he will
be bound and imprisoned that he may not deceive the nations(Rev.xx.1-3). Christ will
reign with his resurrected saints for a thousand years (Rev.xx.4) over the earth (Rev.v.10.
rsv., cfMt.xix.28., 2time.ii.12.cf.0. cullmann, in the early church, 1956, pp.112ff). this
view is called ‘Millennialism’ or ‘pre- Millennialism’. ‘Chiliasm’ designates the same
view but this word has usualy been used of views which over-emphasize the materilistic
side of the millennium. Thus understood the millennium is an extension of the present
reign of Christ. This view is supported in 1Cor.xv.23-28 where there are three stages in
the victory of God’s kingdom: the resurrection of Christ, his parousia and the telos or end
(cf.c.t.craig,ib,x,237ff.)” (Douglas J.D. , 1976 , “Eschatology”) .

2. Chiliasm ... Another name for Millenarianism, the theory that Christ will return
to earth and reign here for a thousand years before the final consummation of all things
... (CROSS F.L. The Oxford Dictionary of The Christian Church, “Chiliasm”).
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1. ... The company of Christian martyrs is raised from the dead to share these reign
with Christ. Since the rest of the dead - both the righteous and unrighteous - are not to be
raised until after the millennium, the raising of the select group of martyrs can be described
as the first resurrection. Those who share in it are declared blessed and holy. There
millennial rule with Christ is a foretaste of their eternal felicity, for they will not die at the
end of that era (The Interpreter’s One-Volume Commentary on the Bible, p.966).

2. It is not sound exegesis to spiritualise the first resurrection and yet to take the
second literally.
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