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1. Samuel Huntington offers a political analysis of the contemporary
world as divided into several civilizations with different religions,
histories, identities and values.
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2. So, if we are to make any sense out of the idea of a dialogue among
civilizations we have to find some way to cash out the metaphor.
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3. But there are obstacles to dialogue among civilizations beyond the
fact that civilizations lack the appropriate body parts, and these
must also be considered as we reflect on how to understand the idea
of a dialogue among civilizations.
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4. If the dialogue is to be effective for the sort of transformation of
which Plato speaks, it may be a useful reminder to think of

bridging the gap from other to self instead of the more common
phrase, ‘self and other’
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5. In a metaphorical sense, all of the products of a civilization may be
considered its speech.
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6. Often it takes ages before the products of a culture may be seen to
influence those of another, as the styles of an ancient civilization
become fashionable in a modern one. There are also cases of fairly

rapid exchange, as Japanese technology imitated that of the West,
and was soon itself emulated in European and American factories.
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7. Through imitation and modification, through montage and even

outright purchase, people, cultures, nations and civilizations show
that they are listening to one another.
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8. Rhetoricians use the term synecdoche for the trope in which a part or
individual represents the whole or type, as well as the reverse. So,
we might say that a dialogue among civilizations takes place when
individuals belonging to different civilizations engage in dialogue.
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9. Even if there were free and fair elections held in the lands in which

the various civilizations advance and decline, it is doubtful whether
true representatives of those civilizations would be elected.
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10. There can be no meaningful dialogue when the participants are
busy taking up defensive postures.
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11. Maclntyre continues with a discussion of personal identity in
Aristotelian/Augustinian traditions.
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12. To belong to a civilization is to see one’s own personal
identity as a part of the identity of one’s civilization.
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13. To be accountable in a dialogue of civilizations is to be open to
having to give an account of what one has either said or done, or of
the ideas and practices of the civilization with which one identifies,
and then to be open to having to amplify, explain, defend, and if
necessary, either modify or abandon that account, and in this latter

case to begin the work of supplying a new one in terms the alien
can understand, or be taught to understand.
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14. In fact, the idea that there are any representatives of a single
civilization, a single unspoiled tradition, ought to be recognized as
a potentially dangerous myth in the modern world

Dl Sy 03 e Ol Sl led el s a5 sdn) ol @3l 3 taer 5
Ol 5 SU st 05 (glojysla ol Ol WL 5,100 35 5 o5 20 sALSALL
D Grkeal Ayl

e Ol S LS OBl 4SS ol L (Bl s rgalgidn der
SU ks o5l (glojshanl Ll a)ls 255 (b 5 00, s o S LS
s sl Olgr o

o D e o e 45 el 0 o ge el 53 0l gd e i S
e Ay ek i 8 L lie Sl Ul e 3 5 el gl 3

shye S 038 pdea o) sl G il 1y ol cpl b 48 s O ki 55



VWM Ol 5 5le «Jsloyled oyl o 0 YoA

5,5 il SU et o ally Bl G Olge a1y ady il ol Ll oS Sl 2!

dangerous) s5ly 4z 4> g e o aecognized) &3y el dax 5
s p e o e 3 g Wl edins 3 b ke ol oS S 0 x50
a single unspoiled » x4 S Cwl as Js ades 5 LLAL b 4 (5,08
e 0L3 Il Olea 4 ol Olucibae b Job dSbes 20 s oS | tradition

s paeta daar 5 53 O1 oSGl 5 0351 pen Sl S 635

15. Maclntyre expresses grave doubts about the direction of modern
society, which seems to have cut itself off from the traditions
which have the most to offer it.
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16. Volf thinks that Maclntyre must want to eliminate the impurity,
the hybridity, of traditions in order to make them into the sort of
coherent systems from which moral and rational evaluations can be
issued.
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17. Indeed, the tradition of which he is most fond, the Thomistic, is

admittedly a hybrid of Christian and Aristotelian thought, with
strong influences traceable to Muslim thought.
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18. Moreover, we should expect that MacIntyre would argue that the
‘basic commitments’ Volf finds at the essence of Christianity will

mean different things to different people depending upon the
traditions of thought upon which they draw to interpret them.
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19. Against Maclntyre, however, I have argued that a Christian
theologian will not necessarily want to get rid of the “hybridity”—
she will be much more interested in affirming basic Christian
commitments in culturally situated ways than in forging coherent

traditions.
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20. We will suspect that hybrid traditions will be more open than
coherent traditions not only to be shaped by these commitments but
also to be enriched by each other.
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21. Although the expressions ‘clash of civilizations’ and ‘dialogue
among civilizations’ seem naturally enough opposed,
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22. To speak of dialogue is to speak of a means by which the gap
between other and self may be bridged.
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23. The solution to the problem of how to understand dialogue among
civilizations I would like to suggest draws upon elements of both
the anthropological analogy model and the representational model.
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