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Comparing the Influence of Title and
URL in Information Retrieval
Relevance in Search Engines Results
between Human Science and
Agriculture Science
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Rahmatollah Fattahi’
Professor of Library and Information Science,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

Abstract:  When the World Wide Web provides suitable methods for
Iranian Research Institute producing and publishing information to scientists, the Web has become a
mediator to publishing information. This environment has been formed billions
of web pages that each of them has a special title, special content, special address
ISSN 2251-8223 and special purpose. Search engines provide a variety of facilities limit search
elSSN 2251-8231 results to raise the possibility of relevance in the retrieval results. One of these
Indexed in LISA, SCOPUS & ISC facilities is the limitation of the keywords and search terms to the title or URL. It
. can increase the possibility of results relevance significantly. Search engines
VRIS [ N0 [2108 20222 claim what are limited to title and URL is most relevant. This research tried to
autumn 2012 compare the results relevant between results limited in title and URL in
agricultural and Humanities areas from their users sights also it notice to
Comparison of the presence of keywords in the title and URL between two areas
and the relationship between search query numbers and matching keywords in
title and their URLSs. For this purpose, the number of 30 students in each area
whom were in MA process and in doing their thesis was chosen. There was a
significant relevant of the results that they limited their information needs to title
and URL. There was significantly relevance in URL results in agricultural area,
but there was not any significant difference between title and URL results in the
humanities. For comparing the number of keywords in title and URL in two
areas, 30 keywords in each area were chosen. There was not any significantly
difference between the number of keywords in the title and URL of websites in
two areas. To show relationship between number of search keyword and the
matching of title and URL 45 keywords in each area were chosen. They were
divided to three parts (one keyword, two keywords and three keywords). It was
determined that if search keyword was less, the amount of matching between title
and URL was more and if the matching between title and URL was more, the rate
of relevance of website was more. The research concluded that if users with
specific names limit their search in the URL, they can get more related results.
Also they can get better results by controlling of their search keywords. Specific
search engines can also increase the weighting of keywords in the URLs and rank
more relevant results to their users.
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