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Semantic Network of a Modern Persian Preposition: “Az”
in a Cognitive Semantic Framework

Objective: The present research aims to examine the behavior of a widely used preposition
in Modern Persian (Farsi), namely <az> within the framework of cognitive semantics. The
analysis is geared towards determining the prototypical and various distinct senses of this
preposition and proposing a semantic network for it. Method: The nature of the research
is descriptive- analytical and the type is corpus-based. The selected corpus is Farhang-e
Sokhan (Sokhan Dictionary) and the tools applied are those of cognitive semantics e.g.
categorization tools, prototype, cognitive schemas, semantic predominance, semantic
network and protoscene. Conclusion: (<Az> shows that it fits the criteria for the determination
of the prototypical sense of a linguistic item e.g. highest frequency of occurrence and
composite formation. The prototypical sense of (Az> constitutes the core sense within a
semantic network, which is presented. This network makes it possible to establish and
explain the differences between the concrete and the abstract (metaphorical) functions of
the preposition under study.
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1- Lakoff 11- metaphore

2- Johnson 12- radial structure

3- Fauconnier 13- Brugman
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7- Croft 17- Sandra

8- Cruse 18- Rice

9- prototype categories 19- Boers

10- polysemy 20- Navarro Ferrando
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8- Herskovits 17- functional element
9- prototype 18- constrained
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1- polysemy cluster
2- compounded part deletion cluster
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1- instrumental items
2- lexical items
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