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Evaluating the Knowledge of Physicians about and their Usage of Iranian
National Medical Digital Library in Isfahan University of
Medical Sciences, Iran*

Shahin Mojiri*; Alireza Rahimi®; Zahra Bahrami®; Mohsen Yaghoubi®; Parvin Hematian®

Abstract

Introduction: Increasing volume of information in various sciences, such as medicine, has led to
the use of various strategies to effectively provide students, researchers, and teachers with
medical and paramedical information. The Iranian Ministry of Health and Medical Education has
developed an online digital library, called Iranian National Medical Digital Library (INMDL),
which provides access to databases of medical fields. However, it is believed that most
researchers in Isfahan University of Medical Sciences still tend to use printed resources due to
their insufficient familiarity with electronic databases. The aim of this study was to describe the
knowledge of physicians about and their use of INMDL in teaching hospitals in Isfahan, Iran.
Methods: This applied descriptive survey was carried out on physicians from 9 educational
hospitals in Isfahan. The number of participants was determined based on the Morgan's sample
size table. From the 500 physicians working in 9 hospitals, 217 individuals were randomly
determined. Data collection tool was a questionnaire whose validity was confirmed by
professionals. The reliability of the questionnaire was verified after a pilot study (a = 0.87).
Finally, 127 questionnaires were completed and data was analyzed in SPSS;s.

Results: Most physicians had little knowledge about the e-journals and book databases available on
INMDL. Moreover, the majority of physicians made very little use of INMDL. Among the existing
resources, most use was made of e-journals while databases and e-books stood next. Education
level was significantly correlated with the knowledge of physicians and their use of INMDL. 81
percent of physicians had little awareness to INMDL's e-books and 85.2 percent of physicians had
very little use of INMDL's e-books. A strong correlation was also detected between the knowledge
of physicians about INMDL and their use of it. Among the electronic journal databases and e-book
databases, Science Direct and MD Consult were most frequently used.

Conclusion: Medical librarians need to have an active role in informing and educating physicians
about methods of searching for information in INMDL resources. In addition, as lack of time is a
problem for physicians, educating them to use Alert and RSS services is necessary. Moreover,
face to face training can be possible by appropriate medical librarians.
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