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The Frequency and Reasons of Medical Errors in Cases Referred to
Isfahan Legal Medicine Center*

Husain Bagherian Mahmoodabadi'; Mehrdad Setareh, MD?; Mandana Nejadnick, MD?;
Mahbube Niknamian®; Ali Ayoobian®

Abstract

Introduction: The p revalence of new diseas es and in creased number of pa tient referring to
health care centers cause m ore medical malpractice. This study aim ed to identify the frequency
and reasons of m edical errors in cases referr ed to Isfahan Legal Medicine Commission during
2005-2009. It also tried to provide ways to reduce such errors.

Methods: In a descriptive, cross-sectional study, 380 cases of medical errors referred to Isfahan
Legal Medicine Commission from 2005-2009 were eval uated. Due to inaccessibility and in com-
pleteness of information, and also uselessness of some cases, 352 cases were finally investigated. The
data was collected by a check list whose validity was obtained by the opinions of experts in several
stages. Data collection methods were resource review and observation. Data was analyzed by SPSS;;.
Results: The 352 studied records included claim s from individuals. Am ong physicians and
surgeons, general practitioners were claimed more than others (15.3%). Anesthesiologists, obste-
trics and gynecologists, general surgeons and orthopedic specialists were claim ed in 9.3%, 8.3%,
7.6%, and 7.4% of cases, respect ively. Among other health care professionals, nurses had the
highest frequency of claims (9.8%). They were in the second rank of total sentences. In addition,
36.9% of sentences led to convic tion among which general practitioners were in the first place
(15.3%). The average age of staff was 43 years. The highest frequency of claim s (23.2%) was
observed in the age group of 35- 40 years. Males constituted 68.2% of the medical staff. Among
the 23 cases of administrative staff errors, 91.3% cases led to conviction. In 35.2% of cases, neg-
ligence was the main reason of medical malpractice. In 46.4% of the issued convictions, a blood
money of 1-10% was determined.

Conclusion: Our results showed that p atients' claims of medical staff were increased during the
past 5 years. In fact, whi le 62 cases belonged to 2006, 108 ¢ ases were reported in 2010. Although
medical errors are inconsiderable when the delivered health care services are concerned, identifying
their reasons and a proper health care management would lead to higher quality of provided services.
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