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Data Elements Used in Dental Care Settings in Selected Countries and

Designing a Model for Iran*
Azamsadat Hoseini, PhD'; Hamid Moghaddasi, PhD?; Masoume Naghavian®

Abstract

Introduction: Oral diseases are the most prevalent diseases probable at any age. They are chron-
ic in nature and expensive to care. Accurate, comprehensive, well-structured, well-managed data
is required to control and prevent oral diseases, clinical audit, quality of patient care, and admin-
istrative, financial, research and legal goals fulfillment we need. In dentistry, data collection
would provide all necessary information for the dentist to make an accurate diagnosis of the pa-
tient's condition. Clinical data is fundamental to the process of dental care, contributes to diagno-
sis, planning and correct sequencing of treatment. This research was performed to evaluate data
elements used in dental care setting in America, Britain and India and present a pattern for Iran.
Methods: In an applied, descriptive study, first a situational analysis of data elements in 22 den-
tal care settings affiliated to Shahid Beheshti, Tehran and Iran Universities was performed in
2007. Based on the needs of the country, a dental data element model was suggested for Iran. The
model was then confirmed through Delphi technique by 30 authorities.

Results: Situational analysis showed data collection and dental data elements to face numerous
limitations. There was no accurate and appropriate data element model for dental data collection.
Therefore, a model for dental data collection was designed for Iran based on the models in Amer-
ica, England and India. After applying Delphi technique, the model was approved with a
73-100% agreement.

Conclusion: Designing and implementing dental data elements for data collection in Iran is ad-
vised to promote quality of patient care, and to control and prevent oral diseases.
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