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Fig2. The Olympus
Gods on a Parthian
rhyton, Nisa. Source
: Masson, 1982.

Hoslizad ¥ o [ ™
o 59y 2 S [R5

s cualg.wl ‘092;;' )
Masson, 1982: 29 : izl
Fig3. Decorative pro-
teomes on a Parthian
rhyton, Nisa. Source :
Masson, 1982: 29.
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Masson, 1982: 27 : il

Figl. The Olympus Gods on the neck of a rhyton, Parthian,
Nisa. Source : Masson, 1982: 27.
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Fig4. Two griffins as the ending figurine of rhytons. Parthian,
Nisa.Source : Masson, 1982: 34.
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Fig5. The winged bull as the ending figurine of rhytons.
Parthian, Nisa. Source : Masson, 1982: 11.
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Fig6. A centaur with a woman sitting on its shoulder at the end
of a rhyton, Parthian, Nisa. Source : Masson, 1982 : 66.
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Fig7. A. Figurine of a goddess on a rhyton. B. The part of

a figurine used at the end of another rhyton, Parthian , Nisa.
Source : Masson, 1982 : 4.
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Fig8. Rhytons discovered in different areas in Central Asia, each manifesting the local artifact in building such pieces.

Source: ( www.iranchamber.com/art/articles/art of parthians )
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Impact of Two Different Cultures (the Helenistic and Persain)*
on the Parthian Rhytons

Aboulghasem Dadvar**
Bita Mesbah***

Abstract

Zoomorphic vessels with two holes for pouring water are recognized as rhytons. These drinking vessels are
commonly used in the Persian art. Different animals are used in making the rhytons. Diversely hybrid or real
animals can be seen in the rhytons.

During the Parthian era, different styles were used in making rhytons. This was because of vast territory of
Parthians. Studying the style of rhytons perfectly shows the effects of different tribes like the nomads of Cen-
tral Asia, as well as the art of the Persians and the Greek.

In fact, the art of the two nations are the main styles of making rhytons. To put it better, the Parthian ryhtons
can be categorized in three main groups: 1-Persian —Hellenistic style, 2- Local style and 3-Persian style.

In all three styles, the forepart of the body of an animal is used in making the rhyton. Horn shaped rhytons
are commonly used in Persian-Hellenistic style while the conical forms are mostly seen in the Persian style
group. In Persian-Hellenistic style, they have a long shaft and a conical part resembling much to the horns of
the animals. They all ended to the forepart of the body of an animal. In some examples, a human body is used.
In the Persian style, the conic part is connected to the animal head in a 90-degree angle.

These rhytons are the most important artifacts that show the cultural impact of Persia and Greek in Central
Asia. The decorations on the body of Persian style rhytons are simple. On the conical parts, horizontal grooves
are used. The decorations in Hellenistic style show the pantheon of Greek gods or the body of them around
the neck of the rhyton.

The impact of the arts of Central Asian tribes is recognized through the usage of stag or floral motifs.
Generally, the construction and decoration of the Parthian rhytons include:

1 - Characteristics of Greek culture with religious and symbolic images, like pantheon of Gods.

2- The characteristics of Hellenistic art like nude figurines, flouncings and protomes that are not common in
Persian art.

3 - Usage of hybrid creatures common in Greek art like centaurs.

4 - Special attention to Persian hybrid creatures like griffins.

5- Some special forms in Persian art like the style of wings or the repose figures with quiet dignity.

6 - Native art and culture with a vibrant and lively display mode and motion in animal bodies.

Keywords
Rhyton, Hellenistic, Persian, Local Culture, Central Asia

* This article was inspired by a reasearch project titled “Check the shape and form in Iranian Rhytons, the fourth millennium BC to
the end of Sassanid” which is done by Abolghasem Dadvar and Nosrat- al moluk Mesbah, University of Tarbiat Modares , Tehran,
Iran.

**Ph. D. in Archaeology and History of Art. Associate Professor in Faculty of Arts, University of Alzahra, Tehran, Iran.
ghadadvar@yahoo.com

*#*Ph.D. student of Art Researches, University of Tarbiat Modares ,Tehran, Iran.

mesbah@modares.ac.ir

27



