Vo/12

s
WA bl fotitin Jlo | e o)lad A Sl 9 Goleme yip imody }f)"}}& g f sele dolilal

"0l oS 53 (S1ouSWlST (2B e

v ool 15,
s ol gden] gl

CXVES

L a8 29,000 sladbey ol 0)93 50 ol slmoasits] 583 5l (o 10 YO eI (B ke & Bypme b pad (B0 le
ol o dis o dlidas cpl Blgl )5 Ylaas] 3 Ls liwl daled 5 (Su )l mlie 4y sl

gl sl ol )31y 098 (> iyt b ) o ey 157 LSl gl (sime bl 118 g IS S pglore 53 45 oS (sl
sl SO0 ) Slobis g 53 gy 5 (3 (Stunly ;0L 2L Ly ol gl

3 SYsb gloj cddS L s by 095 Jb a0 glpl )3 e g CangSer 1o L bty 5 056 ooy bawgs S cpl oo b (B
odlall 599 J3I> (ylome Sl 5 3l ccdlols YIS 390 1)1 pogMe a8 )by )3 s lmonSis] Bye 40 (63959 o5 ) Jlex b oB5les
ool 31 lagsises ) sl Sl 5 & 4wl )15 Slassl g U1 (Slaegazee (amdo ojls ol ygolymy sl 0352 513055 2 55 (2l
.))9]'1:9) @La.n )‘ odlazwl l.> 9 LS"L“)L” MolS Lu L)"‘ LS)L“M c_i..w Lol 044 Cuoyo (§394> &y 9 s ua.ul...wutu.ul.’ LSLEU»BK A>els )
sl Azl 51,8 gy 6 T ihE g 0 bl S Lo g Kis aBY uid ;|

Slogw sulid il slatmgl, 5 o ((Fu)b clm)) (oMuloy93 (B33 5 0 )50 @lie ST 03litad LB sl 04125" dllo o]
3k ST s asS 3 abds el B il (03 310 51 (S0 st ]y ol 3,Shos 5 alyl (Bl ) (235,

_ S5 B3l
bl Gagp g s 0SSl (Bl (e pad (BUslex

A e ilgs Gio b Ol bdw S Cyre b ol

CRVOYF - YANR Jghno ok ol e e slimsly 5 ybineges oS35 ¢ il pole 5 @lsol 01S2l5 ¢ uslis by 09,5 ltils . pwliilinl (g8 e
Reza.mehrafarin@gmail.com

cowbaiibioly wis)l ol )57 e

ebrahimahmadi22@yahoo.com



e

S Wles asSh andl gy ol cdzie shyly Al ol > 55T
wse 20 J Sy > |y 255 CansSor Camgpo plilule
g o dled &S pasld gl s &S sl aob il o
S 5l A ey poa 5l del o Olusay ol olial g
b B8 an b s o 55 S o bidgy bl callbee (oolizel
Sles dl}x OUT L;.)lii.';s:‘ J.»L.m 9 W9§>

Poa ey Glle phligd b cbals (S
Sls ) Sapp > e 4 232 b S5l 5 s loglarsl
5 RS Sloed b LS8l > (6545 B adeS oo b
Olald 168 e pow ot Bl IS Gilug 1) omday
holel @ s glaliile s oy glacus > (Sa; Slols
o> b ol 2 i 9 0 slaj g egSil slaed
b sl ksl )BT o Syl amled YTV £ WA lis )]
ol oy 5t lols cuwsSs bl b oyes ol 5l a5 a3
o s oS a1 Ak () 1y (S oSl (g 15ls
W wt»dala‘.owl 2 586N sl g

wyd s el 0B Bl oL Sl «aidgh
slaiiy ololy ol 03,8 Canogi Loj (slisSas 1) 1y i yuad
W Soly og pedae 5wl glapletle hb gd ol wss
S P04 p 3 S8 g le ol el s )
o Lol dolS3gs. g dtusgey iy (cloylsyl ol Lol gl wilo o
WoolS S5 o ylage o slige dwolSiss,S « oy G by Wgls
b8 o LBy S g0l Wy a3l aS ag slagls o la 5Ll
g 89 «ydd 3T ol oy o o CatS @ ded B et b
Col 3D o (g 350 Sl &8 WS (0 o8 1> B
093 oyl slaly By Chogi )d 55 €A b [OA 1 IYOF (o]
8 Sl 3 aiangSit el 5 68§ ol gon 5 ol 4nslSs
Sb g G G pad l ploj (S gl gr g ol
N paie (oo (S5 g cutd jl plo @ g jaed b ) 551
LYY IR s cpl] Cuns leas! o sliwsy <o slo
Mo VO Jlo 1> &S Canwl byl law (petwss dllgYs 9420
o ANV dlg¥n] cunl 03,8 003k (i jad (sladil g
[Rich,1836: 504-543] g, (53 Sl o e g5
Ly ol Cheogs & [YVYVY] el o [FAY-VAF ¥V 0,
ey peud €00 ST (00N VAT L > Lnilaisls
038 inog |y ol comdpad sl J 35 Glin & laasss
Moo VAV Tl 0 gl 51 e VY YA ]

Jw o [Sarre and Herzfeld,1910: 293] Waws > 4 o)lj
ol sble glere Guog yed €L 395,57 (630NN

g5 0I5 503 (oo 3 M b 4535 s 5 el 51 (I3 s gozms
[Bell, 1914: 44-51] sl u_uo_b

VO-AY/ () ysyg5 CamssS )3 (sloaSisl (ol laa 1Y 30l /i Jlo /| wdoea oyleis

dodio

Ol ) (e pad (550 e Spglone 53 (Bl 4 B pre sl
ras 4 ogute Sl by jl pbosleil le 55 5 oliile)s
Bl e e )3 b cpl () o) Canl o &ly Sl
bl g 31 Eyb Job 53 S (e 4 g s )13 oty pl 03l
&9‘ u.;).u.u)..as [\'C) =\WWA L \YWF ‘L)“"M{] D9 Miod pho u.«ob
Ly cle &y oS 59 0 Hlauday ylyag = dlasy 03l yaus jd Slpl o
@303l s Sl ol Jlayss gy (slong Cunl I Slisl BT g
59530 HBT[VNY L AYYR (8 p00] 3,8 0yl (gl lis bl
B ol Sl slojeed 1 (S plgis 1) b b o)lgan
Sl sl ol o3l 18 Lol bl § ool )lpl 45
5 5 (o] i) Foss (B ie) aie (i)
Ak g Al 9 Fe (g Wl b S ald)
LIEVAY 2 AWYED Ggn] 5ys Clusdy lilols oy93 claly
s Silos LS 0 il (e S s 4 Bl sk
&8lg 0 gyl o395 g9 0 dlal g Carwg bld I Slulw olisly
95050 sleddy (Slolw 093 31l jl (g)lase jlies SISy

Sl acgoome (490l (B )b Slalllae g gy Al
Gy glaods ) g Slnl Gluagldlie 5 o ee 5l 6ok
1 g eyl (Sl b 3y90 )3 01 5 g 5 508 20
LIYVAYAV] ot & lgs oo ol o 5l &S Wl les )]
dwy ol {FVYA] Gule o Mad cpl des! VY VYRR
aasB 00 VWD) JBes ol JVA YOE] Cilagl [IAFYSO]
[EVY VYR cladllosd {FDANABY ] (g0 crgdly VY- —YYYHYVA ]
syt By opl 2)S o)Ll [YAANYAL] guiidls o
@ bgye Obly) 35 9 Colo (S595e Gagpg s Ojles ) 395
oolail Glagne juod (nped Slp gpd lawg (S sl
Mo FYA s 13 56500 5 B g5 (pl dider 4 Ly losls

D B9 (09 Yl ogedS|ya bawys
udly B gpud pab (S35 » GBler gl Sbel
S Slizde g oloj Pt olal s jl a8 565 e (gly Yieis]
9 4y 3o oy dilais )3 il 3ba yacie S o3l
sl ey 1y 0 o Jlesl (bl U L olials
ohiz & Logas i8I5S, sl oM (als cljie ys 5 o
Iy 2gs Sllw lals 5 39 o odlps ey Sl CuogSs
Sl calo gycnl j) izl o (2855 ol 5 L3S eSS

Y11



/10

5 )K85,5 1 Sinp Sliwe plosbe sl 35 B e Sl ol Vs

Fig.1.View of Chahar Qapi. Source: Archive of Cultural Heritage Tour-

ism and Handicrafts of Qasr-e Shirin
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Fig.4. Four arched with vendor corridor and roofed porch.

Source: Herman, 1994: 128
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Fig.3. Four arched with vendor corridor.
Source: Kambakhshfard, 1995: 158
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open thresholds. Source: Sarfaraz &
Firuzmandi, 2002:288
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Fig.5. Western view of Chahar Qapi. Source: authors
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Fig.6. Plan of Chahar Qapi; Source: Archive of Cultural Heritage Tour-

ism and Handicrafts of Qasr-e Shirin
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Chahar Qapi, a Fire Temple in Khurbaran Kust (Sassanid’s Western State)

Reza Mehrafarin*

Ebrahim Ahmadi Hedayati**

Abstract

The four arched of Qasr-e Shirin which is known as Chahar Qapi with sides of 25 meters is considered as one of the
biggest fire temples of Sassanid era in Iran which was probably made above 14 centuries ago according to historical
sources and archaeological artifacts. It is likely that Chahar Qapi was made by the order of king as regards its
dimensions, stability and beauty as well as supplied accessories. A further glory for this structure comes from the
fact that it was located in the vicinity of Khosrow palace — what has already raised speculations that the temple was
built so that the members of the king’s court would perform their rituals in a way befitting the royal dignity. This
could be particularly true when considering that the Sassanid rule was deeply rooted in religion and the kings of this
dynasty considered themselves as the guardians of Zoroastrianism. Therefore, making water and fire temples was
extremely important in the Sassanid dynasty. Chahar Qapi has a strong and remarkable foundation and jamb, even
though it was destroyed by the Romans and later abandoned when new rulers with new religions came to power in
Iran. These elements are undoubtedly signs of its greatness in its days of architectural glory. Chahar Qapi which has
four thresholds is among fire temples that have vendor corridor as well as very beautiful interior decorations. This
structure was surrounded by a collection of rooms and facilities parts of which were discovered by archaeologists in
recent years and then restored by them. The architecture style of this temple is completely Sassanid. Common materials
of the era like rubble stones and gypsum mortar were used in its construction. There was also a lofty dome at its top.
This article has tried to offer a clear picture of sites used to perform rituals of Zoroastrianism during the Sassanid era.
The sites are commonly known as Chahar Taqi each with the form, construction materials and decorations particular
to a specific section of the Sassanid society. The Chahar Tagqis built for the royals were much stronger and bigger and
had more decorations and corridors. The information presented in this article has been collected from observations of
Muslim historians and geographers as well as the findings of archaeologists in order to provide a clear image of Chahar
Qapi. According to information obtained as the result of this research, the fire temple of Chahar Qapi was simultaneously
constructed with the palace of Sassanid king Khosrow Parviz. The cruciform plan of this monument that comprises

of two perpendicular axes recalls the style of some Sassanid palaces, especially in the beginning of this dynasty.
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