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2. Secularism.
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Independence of ethics as a basis for secularism
Mohammad Sarbakhshi

ABSTRACT
Different approaches have been taken to prove secularism among which are those of
sociological, psychological and political. Even some have tried to base it upon religious
teachings and some other, criticizing af orementioned approaches, have also sought to base it
on philosophy. Adel Zaher, an outstanding deputy of the last approach, has known ethics
independent of religion, the religion based on reason and the reason prior to narration. For
him, these can be counted among the reasons for secularism. In this paper the first, namely
the independence of ethics from religion, has been studied. The nature of secularism, its
relation to religion, various secular tendencies and its historical development have been
described in first part of the paper. In the second, it has been shown that how this
independency has led to secularism and then the claim has been studied in the fields of
definitions, logical justification of the statements and their discovery. Meanwhile, the
possibility or necessity of practical statements in general and ethical ones in particular has
been studied. Furthermore, Adel Zaher and Hume’s view on which ought to cannot be
inducted from is has been argued against and so has been the theory of Divine command
given to prove dependency of ethics on religion and finally the correct view has been
introduced.

KEY WORDS: secular, secularism, secular ethics, religious ethics, ethics independence,
conceptual dependence, dependence in justification.



