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Contemporary Challenges to Religious Ethics
Muhammad Legenhausen

ABSTRACT

In this paper a general survey of modern ethics is presented with attention to its relevance for
religious ethics. The survey takes account of the importance of Montaigne, Hobbes, Hume,
Kant, and Hegel for the shift in Western ethics away from religion. It is argued that a study of
this process of the secularization of ethics must be understood thoroughly by anyone who
hope to have success in offering a religious ethics in the contemporary world. Several more
recent trends are also mentioned and contemporary ethical theories are divided into three
general types. consequentialist, deontological, and virtue based. It is argued that a successful
religious ethics needs to take into account the strengths of al three of these approaches.



