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... indeed it was for this reason that they had been noticed and
the effort made to acquire them. (p.xi)
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~... it took-only 4 few generations, sometimes even less, for a
recent innovation to be invested with all the prestige of the
primordial revelations(p. xii)
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In the last analysis we could say that, though they are «<open»
to history, traditional societies tends to project every new
acquisition into the primordialtime, totelescope all eventsinthe
same a;;poral horizon of the mythical beginnings. {p. xii)
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Daramulun told his father, or master, Baiame, that during
initiation he kitled the boys, cut them to pieces, burned them,
andthenrestored themtolife, «new beings, buleachmth atooth
missing. (p. 13)
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However, there isan element of truth in Winthius'hypothesis,
and that is the idea of divine totality. Thisidea, which is found in
a number of primitive religions, naturally implies the coexist-
ence of all the divine attributes, and hence also the coalescence
oisexes. {p.25)
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.. that it exhausted itseif in the few stupendous events of the
beginning. By revealing the different modes of deep-see fishing

to the Polynesians at the beginning of Time, the mythical Hero
exhausted all the possible forms of that activity ata single stroke.
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But whereas modern man sees in the history that precedes

-(p-xi}
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But, properly considered. this history preserved in the myths
is closed only in appearance... No such thing as an absolutely
closed primitive society exists. (p. xi)
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