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For Cordovan architecture — and, more generally for all
Islamic architecture — this rule does hot work; this is a logical
art, objectively static but never anthropomorphic. (p. 127)
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This atmosphere, or this mode — to usc a term that carries a
precise meaning in traditional music — occasionally confers
upon the Persian miniature a Kind of Edenic reverberation, and
this is profoundly significant, for one of its basic themes, with
distant Iranian roots, is that of the transfigured landscape,
symbolizing both the earthly paradise and the ‘heavenly land’
which, while being hidden from the eyes of fallen humanity,

remains existent in the world of spiritual light that is manifest to
God's saints. (p.31)
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