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James Samuel Coleman

James Samuel Coleman (b. May 12, 1926, Bedford, Indiana - d. March 25,
1995, Chicago) was an American sociological theorist who studied the sociology of
education, public palicy, and was one of the earliest users of the term "social
capital”. His Foundations of Social Theory stands as one of the most important
sociological contributions of the late-20th century

Coleman received his bachelor's degree in Chemical Engineering from
Purdue University in 1949, and received his Ph.D. from Columbia University
in 1955, where he stood under the influence of Paul Lazarsfeld. He achieved
renown with two studies on problem solving: An Introduction to Mathematical
Sociology (1964) and Mathematics of Collective Action (1973). He taught at
Stanford University, the University of Chicago, at Johns Hopkins University
(1959-1973), and then again at Chicago, where he directed the National
Opinion Research Center. In 1991 Coleman was elected President of the
American Sociological Association.

Sedlected works:

Union Democracy (1956, with Seymour Martin Lipset)

The Adolescent Society (1961)

Introduction to Mathematical Sociology (1964)

Equality of Educational Opportunity (1966)

Youth: Transition to Adulthood (1973)

High School Achievement (1982)

Individual Interests and Collective Action (1986)

Social Theory, Social Research, and a Theory of Action, articlein

American Journal of Sociology 91: 1309-1335 (1986).

e Social Capital in the Creation of Human Capital, articlein The American
Journal of Sociology, Vol. 94, Supplement: Organizations and Institutions:
Sociological and Economic Approaches to the Analysis of Social Structure,
pp. S95-S120 (1988).

e Foundations of Social Theory (1990)






