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10 January § in 622623y 10 which Persian merchants crossed the sea, where sales

were conducted by gestores and muttering (we are not told what they bought or
sold), and where the Persians cotiecicd e tithe fivms the arsisans. 77 & of

same information occurs in Marziigi's description of a market at al-Mushaqqar that
was supposed to have occurred just before the market at Hajar according to onc
schedule of pre-Islamic markets in Arabia. According to this account the market at
al-Mushagqar was held during the entire month of Jumada al-Akhira: the people of
Fars crossed over to it: it was comtrolled by the group (raky) of al-Mundhir ibn
Sawd of Tamim, who collected the tithes there as *amils of the Persian kings; and
mansactions were conducted by wwch. muttering, and gestures, without talking,
lest anyone swear falsely durimg she bargaining.28 Qarif appears (o have been an
entry port for silk in the sixth cessey ™ It is worth suggesting that the emergence
of the network of merchasss of DisSs. who exported native musk to the cities of
eastern Arabia, Jraq, and the His & e seventh century,’® occured under late
Sasanian auspices.

The Sasanians were also mesesied & mining in Arabia. Al-HamdanT describes
@ ¥%= & SSeedim in the Najd as a large village with
1,000 Majfis and two fire temples. He ways that it had been prosperous before
Islam and during most of the Islamic period, but was in ruins at the time he wrote
in the tenth century.’! Taken at face value  this means that the development of
mining at  Shamam had begun in the Sasanian period, that the miners were
Zoroastrian settlers in central Arabia whose descendants survived there well into
the Islamic period, and that the mining boom in carly Islamic Arabia hiad been

the silver- and copper-mis

26. The pre-fslamic Arabs ase said to have intercalated ane morth every three years 10 keep the
lunar catendar aligned with the solar calendar (al-Ma 001, Mard) al-dhahab, 11, 204). The year 622-
623 is simply the first year of the Hijra En

and is used here as an

which there should it have been sny intercalation,
on of where the Arabian lunar months would have fallen in the solar
yeut before iniercalation ended s the lumar months beg (0 precess through the sola year. They
actually would have osciltated eloven ar twenty-tam days exlié ar laser during thice-vesr o
27. Muhammad ibn Habib, Kuuah ol Muhahbar (Bt 1966). 5. 265, Were these artisans the
descendants of the workmen who had bult ai-Mushagqar?
28, Marzugr, al-Asminak, 11, 161-163.
29. M. Ibrahim, Merciant

tal and [slm (Asstin. 1990). p. 1%
30.5. A1-°AIL. al-Tanzimat al-{timatyye wa-t-sgtistdtyes fi-l-Basra f--gare al-coewal (Baghdad,
1953), p. 231; [bn Hanbal, Masnad (Cairo, 1895) V, §2

31 Al-Hamdinl, Kitab al-Jawharatayn ol
el and v, C. Tol

aigatayn al-=3'i “atayn min as-safrd" wa
I. Die Beiden Edelmetalle Gold wud Siber (Upsalla, 1968), Pp. 14
M. Dunlop, "Soarces of Gold and Silver in ldam  According to al- Hamti

bayda’,
143 Sec also D
vdia Islamica, §




—~—OBITUARIES s

Mansour Shaki (1918-2000)

On March 24, 2000 Mansour Shaki passed away at his home in Prague. Shaki’s
father, Shaikh Ali Khan, was a military man who had immigrated from Soviet
Azerbaijan 1o Iran and taught in the military academy during the reign of Reza Shah
Unlike his father and his two brothers who had joined the military, Shaki was more
interested in science and h ities. He did his e and part of his
graduate work in England and finally finished his Ph.D. in Prague. Shaki had a Ph.DD.
in Physics and was a physicist by training but he spent his life teaching and doi
rescarch on Middle Persian, Persian and Sasanian social, religious, and |

In 1948 when he moved to Czechoslovakia he was introduced to Jan Rypka
through his acquaintance with Sadeq Hedayat and he remained in Prague until his
death. He began teaching Persian and his early works reflect his preoccupation with
the Persian language and literature. The result of this period of his work were three
menographs and several articles on the Persian language. In the late seventics he
began working on Middle Persian as well although he was not trained in that ficld.
His interest in the field of Middle Persian studies Jed him to work on Sasanian social
and legal history for the rest of his life. Most of his work can be found in Archiv
Orientdini, but he also contributed to fesischrifts and memorial volumes as well as
several articles in Persian. During his later years, he was a very important contributor
to the Encyelopaedia Iranica and wrote significant anicles to that endeavor,

He was not only a literati but also an excellent painter. He had drawn a painting
of Babak Khorramden, the famous Persian rebel, which was in his office and

reflected his political and spiritual leanings throughout his lifetime. He was one of
the great Iranian scholars who had a keen eye for details and will be missed by the
academic community in Iran and abroad.

Al Ashraf Sadeghi & Touraj Daryace
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