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On four plates, two gold and two silver, placed at Perscpolis, Darius [ demarcates
the limits of his empire in the following fashion (DPh):

darayavaus X$ vazraka XS XSyindm XS
Y S vy :

i puca
a xSagam tya adam

iy dirayavaus XS

darayamiy hacd sakuibis tyaiy para sugdam amata
ydtd & kisa haca hidauv amata yitd & sparda tyamaiy
auramazda fribarahya mabisia bagdndm mim
auramazda patuv utdmaiy vifam

Darius the great king, king of kings

king of countrics, son of Wiltispd, an Achacmenid,
says king Darius, (his rcalm which I possess

from the Sakas who are beyond Sogdiana o

Kush, from Sind 10 Sardis which Ahura Mazda,

the greatest of the Gods gave me, may Ahura Mazda
protect me and my royal clan.!

This Persian empire which originated from the province Persis, during ts largest
extent spanned most of Southwest Asia, including parts of North Africa and Arabia.

1. R. G. Kent. Old Persian Grammar, Texs, Levicon, Second Edition, American Oriental Sa




Obituarics

David Neil MacKenzie (1926-2001)

When we think of the Pahlavi studies,! two names come to our mind immediately:
West, who laid the foundation of Pahlayi scholarship in the second half of the
nineteenth century, and MacKenzie, who brought it one hundred years later to
perfection. With his Concise Patlavi Dictionary, published in 1971, a new age in
Middle-Persian studies began.

MacKenzie's dictionary was the first of a smail group of brilliant Middle-
Persian dictionarics that all appeared in the eighth decade of the past century,
namely Gignoux's Glossaire to the inscriptions (1972), part two of Nyberg's
Manual (1974) and Boyce's Word-List of the Manichaean texts (1977). It is,
however, MacKenzie's Concise Dictionary that enonnously facilitated the study of
the Zoroastrian Middle-Persian texts, as Bartholomae's Alfiranisches Worterbuch
did the same with the study of the Avestan texts when it was published in 1904
MacKenzie’s dictionary made Middle-Persian attractive to learn and Pahlavi texts
interesting to study. It brought its author a deserved and everlasting fame.

Beside his dictionary, MacKeazie ediled a couple of Middle-Persian texts. He
also wrote articles and reviews dealing with Pahlavi language and literature. Th

are sharp-edged philological igations, lucidly written, impressively discussed
and amusing. Onh masters can make out of difficult subjects casy stuff to read and
enjoy. He was one of them.

Wahist bahr u-3 garddman padisa bd

Bijan Gheiby

1. In this obiiuary., | rememerses

Mt —uries.
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visited the area inand St that lay north of and between
Angohran snd Garshven. Desadled. b dalec N sera i blished

the U'“"‘!!l} of Onfoed = 1968 2 signal bonour and the highest distinction
bestowed in Zoroastrian sndies. I two of fhose six lectures he argued that the
Elamite records prescrved i Achasmenad chanceries were (0 be read as Old Persian
because fhe fonmer wemsom mmly mpreseated Darius’ original Persian
pronouncements 21 Bisis. These and lectures om other topics never saw the light of
day but readers may peofimbly comsalt b5 “Iranian Nouns and Name in Elamite
Garb™ [xill, ~The Crashing of e Third Singular Present” [xiii], and “The
Alloglottography of Ol Persian™ [xiv]. A work-in-progress report was all that was
published on a rarz Buddhist Bactrian text in “The Bactrian Fragment in Manichaean
Seript™ [xvk: and. due 10 failing evesight, there remain an incomplete discussion of
Yasna 31 as well as field nofes.on South Ossetian dialects following a visit to that
antonomows republic’s capal, Takbinali, in 1990,

Accolades and appoistments, not unexpectedly, came to llya Gershevitch
during and after the completion of his formal teaching duties. He served asa
Reader in franian Stidies (1965-1982) and Fellow of Jesus College from 1962
until his demise. He was mvited to Visiting Professorships of Indo-Iranian at
Columbia University (1960-1961, 1965-1966) where he offered courses on Old,
Middle and New Iranisn: and as a University Exchange Visitor to the U.S.S.R.
(1965). Gershevitch was clected a Fellow of the British Academy (1967);
President of Philological Socicty (1980-1984), and corresponding fellow of the
Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters (1982), Accademia dei Lincei (1987) and
Academy of Scienices of the Russian Federation (1992). He was awarded an
Honorary Dectorate by the University of Beme (1971) and in the same year
attended the 2,500th anniversary celebrations at Persepolis as well as the World
Iranist Congress in neighbouring Shiraz.

It is heartening that llya Gersheviteh received encomia in Russia, Switzerland
and ltaly; unlike Zarathusira, not all prophets go unsung in their lands. He rounded
the “final tuming point of existence™ (Y. 51.6) and has now joined his teacher al
the House of Song: an apposite abode for an accomplished cellist and pianist.

Burzine K. Waghmar
Schoct of Ovicssal sd Affican Studies, University of London
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[xiii] and Igor Diakonoff Festschrift [xiv], and edited Volume 2 of The
Cambridge History of Iran: The Median and Achaemenid Period (Cambridge,
1985). An enviuble range and objective rigour comfortably demonstrated in rich

articles instead of books is copiously testified in his cutput. To some, his
dianoetic style made for convoluted reading: 1, for one, return 1o his writings for
the sheer pleasure of its refined prose. His sense of nuance and detail was also
evident in his “dedicated but wholly promising” teaching as bered
by Nicholas Sims-Williams, his most illustrious student and himself an Iranist of
universal repute. Indeed [lya Gersheviteh would not compremise ou the
tergiversations of an

- o a “cercle githique” posited by his continental
collcagues; his response to the latter would be: “Compared with Zoroaster's
epoch-making discovery of the twinoing thought-egg. the other famous gg in
history, that of Columbus, is mere chickeufeed,”S

In his final years, Gershevitch cultivated fruitful relations with Nalian
colleagues who reaped immensety from his learning, He duly noted Gherardo
Gnoli’s rethinking and rehabilitation of his teacher's views in the 1997 UCLA
lectures.8  Gnolj repeatedly acknowledges  Gershevitch's influence on his
reconsideration of Zoroastrian history.

as well as his stimulating insights into
historiography that prompted him to dedicate The Iz of Iran (Rome, 1989) to
him. Antonio Panaine |ikewise dedicated his fine edition of Tistrya: The Avestan
Hymn to Sirius, Part | {Rome, 1990) and his 2001 Quatre Lecons at the Collége de
France. But the crowning monument of Gershevitch's scholarship and teaching is
revealed in the superb edition of The Christian Sogdian Mamescript C2 (Berlin,
1985), the published version of a doctoral dissertation inscribed to him by his
student, Nicholas Sims-Williams.

Five significant undertakings, regrettably unfinished, now constitute his Nac/iass
In 1956, Gershevitch set out with his wife, Lisbeth, for Bashkard, an inhospitable
enclave of southeast Tran along the Makran littoral. In fact this

arca was hardly
attested by Western travelers and the Gershevitchs were the first Curopeans to have

$. AT Cil, fran, 6. This was origin

y alecture defivered at & Zoroastrian studies colloquium. A
simplified version shom  of notes and sppendices is in “Dissent and €,
Approaches to the Interpretation of the Gavds: Proceedings of the First G,
Cropdon. England (Sth-7t; November 1993) under the ausplees
Organisation. ed. Farrokh Vajifdar (London, 1998), pp. 1126,

6. Gherardo Gnoli, Zoroaster in History, Biennial Yarshater Lecture Serics No. 2 (New Yok,

2000).

" New

bl Colloguium held in

of the World Zoroastrian
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supercedure by Abura Masks & Se sl S pastheon. That it set the benchmark

for future Yasha e o i Avesm " cannot be gainsaid.
[ Bemgies were revised and outlined in
s e studies s well as “Old Iranian
Gthas,” (Jram, XXX [1995];: 1-
ey dating of the [ranian seer and his
 s=ataty maintained this long after the
ca-mq—u—*—mglmnc
The #%ﬁﬁit‘:@mcd here :’nd r;*llsc‘whtl:rc
As his oldest Gersheviech mpimmehy this giant and till the last
expressed his h?‘ w his maslgcr's Forschungsstand
convinced that “Whe chasces o hus sk 2 false step in the solution of whatever
problem be deciied s mckle wewe sedeced 1o the minimum compatible with

human falishifiy =2
Such clegance was = i his papers to the late Viadimir Minorsky
[xiii] and Emile éﬁkimusly titled “Farr u Aurang” offered

to Mary Bowe 2. solleazuc and apother distinguished pupil of
Henning:® 3 mineticth b &858y 1o Sir Harold Bailey and, almost a decade
later. a post-prandial. ?nﬁ culogy athis eentenary which I had the great
good fortune 1o ameed. @ Cambridze ¢ Gersheviteh spoke and wrote in English
with a flair that was the ess of many a native writer. His seminal erudition was
communicated with witty mcisiveness in tantalizingly titled papers on Old
Persian linguistics,  Elamite onomastics, Achsemenid history, Avestan
hymnology, Sogdian pal by, Bactrian cpigraphy. Ossetic lore and
Bashkardi dialectology.  Besides precise encyclopedic contributions and
penetrating book reviews, he co-edited the W3, Henning Memorial Volume

|.Roman numerst i square brackess refir 10 the pagination for fuller documentation located in
Philologia Iramice, ed. Nicholas Sk Williss, Beltsage zur Inanistik (Wicsbaden, 1985), pp. xi-xv

2."WB. Hemsing 1908-1967 i ssemirism, | W.5" Henping Memarial Volume, cd. Mary Boyce
and [lya Gershevinch (Lomdon, 19701, p. vl

3.“Far v Ammg” Popers i Homewr of Professor Mary Boyce, ¢d. ADH. Bivar et al., Acta
Iranica 24 (Leiden, 1585), pp. 191198

4. ~Omnochays 90 koic o doya seabdeniyn Scra Garol'ds Belli™ (Marking Sir Harold Bailey's
Oth barthday]. Vet Devwmed fusorsl 4 (1990): 208-216. Profiessor Nicholas Sims-Williams informs
m= it e English sandation =l mpess i & webse of fapers wiich were read at the “Indo-Iranian
Languages & Posph™ sympesss jumsly snpmsiest by The Bossh Academy and Ancient India and
iran Trust i Cassek 1% De ~"s birth centenary




Obituaries
Ilya Gershevitch (1914-2001)
O tenebris tantis tapt clarum extollere lumen
Gershevitch, an lranist of profound gift and pereeption, belonged to a

disappearing breed of pioneering Oriental philologists. Ie was born in
Zurich, Switzerland on 24 October 1914, the only son of Arkadi and Mila

Gershevitch of  Smolensk. Growing up in multilingual Switzerland, the
Russian-speaking Ilya acquired fluency in European languages, a facility
that would leave colleagues and students simply awe struck, especially when

as praclector he introduced the latter to vic s for their degrees in
flawless Latin.

After his schooling in  Locarno and Lugano, Gershevitch attended the
University of Rome to read Classics and Comparative Philology with Antonio
Pagliaro. He proceeded then to England after receiving his Dotrore in 1937,
where an_intended three-month stint turned into a lifetime’s stay when Walter
Bruno Henning, the Parsee Community Lecturer who succeeded H.W. Bailey in
1936 at the School of Oriental and Africau Studies (SOAS), attracted him 10
studying Iranian languages. He enrolled as a student in 1938, but with the
outbreak of hostilities and evacuation of SOAS to Cambhrid

was also required
to monitor foreign language broadcasts between 1942 and 1947, Despite these
demands, Gershevitch camed hiis second doctorate from the University of
London in 1943 for his analysis of Manichaean Sogdian texts. This was
published as A Grammar of Manichaean Sogdian (Oxford 1954, repr. 1961): an

exhaustive treatment of all aspects of the hitherto unknown Sogdian language

from fragments deciphered previously by Henning: it remains a standard

reference work to this day. Originally a docteral dissertation, it is a magisterial
ination of intensely complex data and minutiae supplemented by wealth of

tics but

examples which makes ita madel for all dissertations in not only Iranis

also historical linguistics ]

In 1948, Gershevitch was called to the newly established Lectureship in Iranian
Studies at the University of Cambridge. He next embarked on editing Yasht 10,
namely, The Avestan Hymn to Mithra (Cambridge 1959, repr. 1967). Here his ideas
on ﬂu: metamorphosis within the Old Iranian religious structure from its hoary Indo-
Iranian origin to Zarathushtrianism and finally Zoroastrianism are adumbrated. He
also demonstrated therein the Iranian antecedents of the Roman Mithras and his
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Sescs. Usiversity of Sydney., 1959,
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Ronald Eric Emmerick (1937-2001)

Far from the old Villa on the Rothenbaumchuasse 36, Hamburg, | am trying to
remember a few short years ago, regarding my teacher, Professor Ronald Emmerick. ..

Going through the first door, and then right: [ open it, at the left corner he is
sitting and smiling. He talks very relaxed: It is about *Sogdisch’, one of his
favorites. Then “the foremost living scholar of Khotanese” stands up and walks
slowly in the room ...

Your curiosity cannot be stopped for not asking the question: “Which languages
do you know?” Later on—~in the early days of my acquaintance with him — when |
realized that how many languages he knew, thence, | should have asked: “Herr
Emmerick, which langeages yon do not know?” He laughed, and with his lovely
smile looked at me, without giving me any answer. And that was maybe the only
time that he did not give me an answer. If he did not know an answer to a qnestion,
he would search for the answer as long as it would take, nntil to find the *solution’.

It was a privilege for Mark and me ~ as the only students of an academic year —
to take the Avesta and Ossetic classes with Professor Emmerick, as it has remained
memorahle.

1 had to close the door behind me and go far, far away... Now I am trying to
remember him, his smile, as he told s he like

¢ 1o read encyclopedias or
dictionaries before going to bed. And he liked to spend time behind the computer
as he was informed about the Internet ... Maybe | would find him there...

Professor Ronald Eric Emmerick was bom in 3. March 1937 in Sydney,
Anstralia. He was the only son of Eric Steward and Myrtle Caroline Emmerick.

He was married to Margaret Anu frohnsdorfY on 4. July 1962. They had three
children: Paul Ronald, Catherine Ann and Veronica Jane. To my regret 1 found out
that Paul Ronald died on 27. July 2001, So Professor Emmerick, who “had been

battling with cancer for some time, was mortally struck by the death of his only
son” and passed over one monith Jater in Hamburg on 31. August 2001,

mily and the staff in Iranian Studics in Hamburg my condolences,
.. you five in us further.”

I offer his

and console myself with Marina Cvetaeva's words:

Laleh Ghahreman

viI
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Obituaries

— ~The Obstruction of Justice,” Archiv Orientaini, Vol. 45, 1977, pp. 48-53,

— Review of Universal Homage to Cyrus the Great, Acta Iranica, Archiv Orientdlni, Yol. 43,
1977, pp. 259-263.

— Review of M. Bahar, Glassary of Selections of Zadsparam, Tehran, 1972, Archiv Orierdini,
Vol. 45, 1977, pp. 275-277

— Review of The Codex DH, Heing a Facsimile Edition of the Bondahesh. Zand-¢ Vohuman
Yaxht and Parts of Denkart, Tehran, Archiv Orientalni, Vol. 45, 1977, pp. 366-367.

— Review of M, Bo o Histary of Zoroastrianism, ol. I, Leiden, 1975, Archiv Orientdlni,
Vol. 46, 1978, pp. §7-88.

— Review of K. John, Die Geschickte der Kinder Israels des Rasid ad-din, Wien, 1973, Archiv
Orientdlni, Vol. 46, 1978, pp. 188-189.

~—Review of R. N. Frye, The Cambridge History of Iran, Vol.d, Cambridge, 1975, Archiv
Orientdlni, Vol. 46, 1978, pp. 286-287.

= “The Social Docirine of Mazda in the Light of Middle Persian Evidence,” A
Vol. 46, 1978, pp. 289-306.

- f;‘;;\;ooll,togl’ Elwell-Sutton, The Persian Mesers, London, 1976, Archiv Orientdini, Vol

= Review of Monnmentum H S Neberg, Acta Iranica

6-358.

¢ Orientdin,

20, 4 Vols., Tehran & Licge, 1975,

Archiy Qrientdini, \ol. 47, 1979, pp.

~ “The Dénkard Account of the History of the Zoroastrian Seripture,
49, 1981, pp. 114-125.

= "On Zoroastrians ~ Their. Religious Beliefs and Practices,” drchiv Orienidini, Viol, 50, 1982,
Pp. 66-68. ‘

~Review of B. Utas, A Persian Sufi Povm. Vocabulary and Terminology, London and Malms,
1977, Archiv Orientalni, Nol. 50, 1982, Pp. 85-86.

—';I;jc\rglblc and Irevertible Grants in Sasanin Law,” Studia lranica, Vol. 1272, 1983, pp.

-194.

— "Two Chapters of the Riviyat { Emed 1 ASawahiftin,” Griemsal Souci
Memorial Volume, Tibilisi, 1983, pp. 45-53,

="A Few Unrecognized Middle Persian Tenms and Phrases,” Middie Jranion Studics,
Proceedings of the International Symposium Organized hy Katholicke Universitet Leuver,
eds. W. Skalmowski and A. Van Tongerloo. Leuven, 1984, pp. 95-102.

— “The Cosmalogonical and Cosmological Teachings of Mazdak,” Hommage et Opera Minora,
Papers in Horour of Professor Mary Boyce, Acta lranica 25, E. J. Brill, Leiden, 1985, pp.
527-543.

— “Observations on the Ayadgdr [ Zarésan,

—“The Translation of the Sasanian Law-Book —a Pons Asinorum,
1987, pp. 190-193.

— A Millennium of Iranian Pre-Istamic History,” Archiv Orientdini, Vol. 5, 1987, pp. 287-
290,

Review of M. Boyce, A History of Zoroastrianism, Volume Two: Under the Achacmetians,

Leiden / Koln, 1982, drohiv Orlentdlai, Vol. 55, 1987, pp. $22.

—“Pahlavica,” A Gireen Leaj. Popers in Honour of Professor Jes . Asmussen, Acia Iranica 28,
1988, pp. 93-99.

irchiv Orientdini, \'ol,

es, Professor 1. Kobidee

" Archiv Orieniaini, Vol. 4, 1986, pp. 257-271.
Archiv Orientdini, Vol. 55,
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Billagruphy of M. Shaki
—The Profsicss of the Vet P it Sumsiom kanpsnge.” Archiv Orfentidini, Vol. 25,
1957, pp. 45-35.
— A Sl = s Do Besnd Pesestogy snd Mioms.” Archiv Orienidini, Vol. 26, 1958,
Po. 48278
—“Econemy = Lisgeies Mlmge ™ i Acsvites an the Linguistic Group in Oriental Instifute,
Pragee, Arcity Ol Vol 30, 1962 pp 145-155.
— A Modern Parsian Phrawe-Sock. Pragee. 1963
— "Nominal Compounds i Neo-Porsim.™ el Oriesiled, Vol 31, 1963, pp. 138-140.
—"An Inmodection % the Modem o Liscmse,” Charisterla Orientalia praccipu ad
Periam pertmensis. e F Tover o ol , Coskoalovenské Akademie ved, Praha, 1965, pp. 300~
315,
— Principlex of Persiom Phrascclogy. Pragse, 1967,
— “Dirtk | homsandih, ™ drchfy Oriemsiini, Vol. 43, 1968, pp. 429431
—“Some Basic Tenets of Eclectic Metaphysics of the Dénkan,” drchis Oricntilni, Vol. 33,
1970, pp. 277-312
—Review of M. Babar, Viiemimefiye Sondabes, Tehran, 1966, Archiv Orientilni, Vol. 38,
1970, pp. 494496
— “Addenda to Some Basic Tenets of the Eelectic Metaphyxics of Dinkart, Archiv Orientéin,
Vol. 38. 1970, p. §12
—Review of B. Faravasiil, Fizhang-2 Pahlavi, Tehran, 1967, Archiv Orientdlni, Vol. 39, 197) 8
pp. 222224,
— “Sasanian Matrimonial Relations,” Archiv Orienidlni, Vol. 39, 1971, pp. 322-345.
~Review of M-J. Mashius, Farkang Hivaresha-ye Pahlavi, Tehran, 1967, Archiv
Oriersdin, Vol. 39, 1971, pp. 496-497.
—“A Few Philosophical and Cosmelogical Chapters of the Denkart,™ Archiv Orientalni, Vo,
41,1973, pp. 133-164.
= Review of E. Yarshater, 4 Grammar of Southern Tati Dialect, Paris, 1971, Archiv Orientdiini,
Vol. 42, 1974, pp. 80-81.
= Review of A. Bodrogligeti, 4 Persian Vocabulary of the Codex Cumanicus, Budapest, 1971,
Archiv Orie Vol. 42, 1974, pp. 261-262.
— ~Ohscrvations an the Draxt-s AsGrig.” Archiv Orientdlnl, Vol 43, 1975, pp. 6475
— “An Appraisal of the Glossary of A Manual of Pahlavi.” Arckiv Ortenudlni, Vol. 43, 1975, pp.
256-263.
— The Concept of Obligated Successorship in the Madiyan T Hazlr Dadistin.” Homages ef
Opsra Mirora Monumentum H. S Nyberg. Acta [ranica 5. Vol. I, E. J. Brill, Leiden, 1975,

pp. 27:242.

Irans wnd Seiner Atthbaiander\m Aleander de

< e S s v+ .o
178199,

— Review of Th Noldcke Anfatee sur Persischen Gesohichte, Graz, 1974, Archiv Orienidlai,
Vol 44, 1976, p. 388
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