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The Late Sasanian Economic Impact
o= ihe Arabian Peninsula

Michael G. Morony

of California. Los Angele

Could the economic exps

“hom Sering carly Islamic times have originated in a late
Sasanian interaction with Arsbsa? Scattered literary references and archaealogical
data secm to suggest a Sasasian association with the development of mining in
Arabia, of agriculture in “Us#a. and ofthe lcather and cloth industry in Yaman
towards the end of the sixth cemtury . This would have been a matter of expanding
production, and, if subssessicd

important  consequence
Yaman (and other parts of

would undermine the view that the only
o perhaps purpose) of the Sasanian occupation of

the Ambian littoral) was to control Indiim Ocean
commerce.! It is possible &

‘Uman, and Yaman had 5
that the laiter had
development of prod

that the Tate Sasanian occupation of Bahrayn,
strategic and economic objectives and results and

with the exploitation of resources and the
%= @ &d with commerce. Since Persian immigrants
appear 1o have been mwolved m ot feast some of this development there is also the
possibility that economic expassisa under the Sasanians in Arabia developed as a
colonial economy

The background, and perhaps conditicn, for Sasanian cconomic activity in Arabia
lay in the direct Persian government and military oceupation of regions along about
two-thirds of the Arabian coastline by the late sixth century, It was probably natural
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ns of the zodiac, twelve doors

The number twelve is also found in the twelve sig
of the sun and moon, twelve hours, etc.

On the cschatological analysis, at the end of the world there will be a collective
return of the light that has remained in the material world, together with the twelve
main gods and their emanations and members who are dwelling in the New
Paradise. The remaining saved light of the material world takes place in the shape
of the last god (Estumén yazd) who with the main gods and angels of the three
creations ascend to their original homeland, the Unique Realm of Light, to join the
Unique God. So the precosmic unity which was pluralized and emanated in a
number of divinities during the cosmic period, for the sake of the salvation ol Jight,
comes back to its eternal Unity

1 conclude this paper with my assumption that numbers are the main
instruments imagined by Mani to help the material creation to explain the
phenomena of mixture and the process of the salvation. In other words, numbers are
the practical ents with which the | mythology of Mani is built.
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creates time in order ta save the light of the macrocosm. He is endowed with
Patiencet! and is helped in this duty by his feminine counterpart, the Maiden of
Light. e

9. The Maiden of Light*? symbolizes Kindness. [t is through her joined action
with the Third Envoy that the dark powers enchained in the sky deliver their light,
2nd plants, animals and the Buman soul appear on carth.

10. The saved Tight from the material world ascends by the Column of Glory*
who symbolizes Rightesmssess '

Two gods are especislly im charge of the redemiption of the human soul. Th
are endowed with ressem snd called “XradeSahryazd" the god of the kingdom of

reason.

11. The first is Jesus the Spleador'S symbolizing the Grace'? of his Father-god.
He is in charge of savime e soul of the first human being: Adam. He is probably
also the Final Judge ¥ wha & & charge of the last judgement.

12. The second i the Lighe-Nous, ¥ the essence af Light, man's thinking mind
Srpe of the salvation of the individual human soul. He

that is his reason. He s 5
acts as a conscience of man sl with his Five Virtues shows the right path to the
human soul.

In some texts, the twelte sual tes represent the pre-existent conception of the
twelve Maidens of Light fer % smes of Light).5° It scems thint the Twelve Sons of
the Father in the precossiic paesdiie have been mirrored in a feminine equivalent
in the twelve Virgins of Light in the cosmiic creation

41, Patience / Tolerance: MP. bardib; Pth. burdift, deagmauttt. Sgd. furtarmikysk
42. The Maiden of Light/ Virgin of Lightt MP. kanig rtn, aadwes (Boyce. 1975, 98, 20); Pih.
srigarkich cibr yasdan (Sunderutarin, 1997, 102), Sgd. karg rob, (rurted) faypures, waxt | Zarwan

oess: MP. xabih; Pl hubasuifi, S3d. Semantysk/ vwpt / xapys
e gualificd

» Harmony
MP. arg shrdy, ifwarwar yand, abac ahedm yaad, Pth. bamistan; S5

This god is compared o Columm and also sometimes to a living tree (Klimket, 1993, $0)
45, Rightcousness / Rectitude: MP. ardayih. Pth. raswanift (Boyee, 1975, 132)
(Sunderman, 1981, 50). . i

46, Jesus Ihe Splendor; MP. yita® isps
X 3 pistda, sradefabr yard. mirds: . Pl yato® 2
i i pusar; P yato’ ziwagn); Sed
47 Cirace / Thankfulnass: MP. ifmoheth (gratitide). P kirtgin, S, Heaketyak
48. The Final Judge: Prh. dadbar eaitigar: Sgid. ratt- 1es.
49. Sec note 19,

50. The twelve Virgins of Licht: MP Lamiodn rotada Cod Rty
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makes the three emanations and protects his realm from the assault of the

darkness.
2. With her Wisdam,*? the Mother of Life emanates her son, the Primal Man,

and prepares and encourages him to fight the power of evil. She also helps the
Living Spirit 10 the material world.
3. The Primal Man is the hero-god of the Light kingdom, the warrior who in the

fight with darkness sacrifices himself for the sake of the Vietory3

of the Light and

for the final redemption of the light world. He realises with his action the salvation
of the light that is why his virtue in Parthian is buxtagift.

4.In the same way, his

Five Sons, the Five Light Elements accept their
caplivity with Contentment. >

5. The Friend of Lights,}$ endowed with Zeal¥ accepts to go to the enemy
camp to help the captives, and shows the way 1o the Primal Man.

6. The Great Builder,’? cndowed with Trathfulness.3® starts to build the New
Paradise.

7. The Living Spirit is the powerflul god who with Faithfulness® goes to the

abyss to save his captive brother. He is the demiurge god of the cosmos, who with

the help of the Mother of Life fashions the two ships of the sun and moon, the stars
and planets, the ten skies and the cight earths. The Living Spirit is also a warrior
2od. he and bis sons captured the Archons and fettered them in the sky, Two of hix
sons, Adamas of Light and xro$tak yazd, are warrior gods. The macrocosm created
this way is held and protected by the five sons of the Living Spirit. The redemption
of the remaining imprisoned light in the cosmos and the salvation of the living soul
is accomplished by 1he gods of the third emanations.

8 The Third Envoy /the Third Messenger®® seis in motion the world and

32 Wisdom: MP. z1rs () / witih; Peh. Stean; Sgid varflakyak (Syr. k')
. Victory (in Nalvation): MP. perozh; Pth. buxtagify;
sandih, F1h. humsandift

Fir god of the sesond crianation. My, rosua twartst P inb rosa; Sed

o wanunakysk (Syr. zhwt'),
d vsandyak (Syr. pys')

3¢ Friend of L

fribrodn faryi

36. Zeal: MP. tuxtagrh: Pih. sbrang: Szd. anduss (Syr. akpwe')

37 The Great Builder: MP. nogtabrafur yard, riz cg rida; Pth bamyazd; Spd. famfla
I rasul; P rasu; Sgd. rastyak (Sy7. srr).
39. Faithfulness: MP. wawarih; Pth, wawarift / hamwadeadift; S
40, Third Messenger: MP. narisah yard, rofndakr yazd, Pth. narisaf yazd, mibr yard, cotatahr yacd,

. warnyd (Syr. hymir’).

hridi fréstag. xin'ryshy? (Sundermann. 1979); Sad. midi fayi, surisaf yazd, S0k fredte.
The Sogdian texts identifies the old Iranian Mithra god with the Third Messenger, while the

Al Porcinn fexic with the 1 ivine Sni
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The number five also accurs in the consrtuction of the ten skies and the eight
carths. The sun and moon cach Asve (ve wall

five fouses, ~and five cotfeeting

soul angels? in cach wall. There are five arches, 28 and three pillars in the fifth
earth and five ditches?0 in the dark earth.

Now 1 would like to turn to the sumber twelve. The number twelve comes next
i frequency after the number five

The Father of Light has Twelve Sons, “The Twelve Great Ones, of the same
Kind, the brilliant face of the Father™27 also called the Twelve Dominions or
Twelve Acons2$ These ane the abstract qualities of personified divinities,
symbolizing the intellectual powess of the Father, whe is at the head of the
Manichaean pantheon. Meanwhile, each of these entities reflects the outstanding

virtues of one of the twelve main gods™” emanated by the Father, with which they
accomplish their cosmic actions.

These twelve attributes are: Sovereignty, Wisdom, Victory, Contentment, Zeal,

Truthfulness, Faithfulness, Patience, Kindness, Righteousqess, Grace and Light 30

1. With the power of his Sovereigaty. 3! the Father of Light rules his kingdom,

22. Five walls: MP. pans parisp:
MP. frawahrén, wadén, rofaen, sbeis, Adurta.
23. Five houscs: MP. panz whn

24, Five collecting soul zngels: MP. panz ruwsacia fretig.
25. Five arches: MP. panz g,

There aie five arches and hwee ot oo e S0 oo e first is from the wester wall 1o the
WeStern PITAT, the 5c0nd S e s gy = i s S scutthcrn pilar; the third arch is from
the southern pillar 1o the s pfile S L s i o the casters piltar to the castern wall,
and the fifth great arch is from e s i e o il

26. Five ditches: MP_ panz ket

The great Builder, one of e gt S e smamen, celicd i Iraniun texts: Bamywsd or
nogiabr Afur yazd: wn order 4 I e T e (W megtats, Pt ax=ag tabr), be (illed the
five dilches of death and levelod S

7. T Twelve Grest Ones of e M S = o e Father:

Pih. dwades wizurghn urebbh Pl S ey ey dames o< petac rota
Colbed also the twelve proat (rst e e w555 1975, 93, k)

28. Sec nove 4.

20 The twelve main gods = 5= Bate aflighe i Misther of L2, the First Man, the Five
Light Elements, the Friend o{_w&u-qsnm: Third Eavoy / the Third
Messenger, the Maiden of uﬂ.-c—‘“—ﬁ Spieador, the Light-Nous.

30. The list of e
given in Gharib, 2000, 265

D et DA St Sl ek (SyTIAC: miknt').

Surise, Chinese and Uigur texts is
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role in the creation and mai of the . These Five Intell
Members (or Habitations, in Iranian texts: “panj gah”) of the Fatber of Light are
also the transeendent image of the Five Members of man's thinking soul,!® the
microcosm. These abstract attributes will be later emanated as the Five Members
of the Light-Nous/the Manohmed R&n,'? one of the last gods of the third
creation, who plays an outstanding role in the salvation of the human soul.

The Light-Nous is also endowed with Five Virtes: love, faith,
perfection, tolerance and knowledge.20 It is with these Five Virtues that he
acts to deliver the captiv

soul from the slavery of the Five dark elements,
and to overcome the Five Original Sins, which are: hatred, wrath, lust,
violence, and ignorance.2!

whecls of fire, water, and wind. He is endowed with Reflection. The fifth son of Mihryazd, Atlas,
bears the burden of the whole world on his shoulder, he is endowed with Understanding. Spiritus.
vivens / Mihryazd has a sixth son: a Call God (xroftag yazd) the counterpant of the sixth son on the
Primal Man, Answer God / padwastag. He s also & warrior god called in MP. dewan naxrostar
“demons reproachi

18. See note 15

¢ and bandbedyazd “the master of prison” (Sundermnann, 1979).
19. Light-Nous: MP. wahman wusury. wabman rodn, farrab 1 den; Pih. Manohmed roén, den
farrah; Sgd. &ne farn, stnmagiayazn fayi
20. The Five Cardinal Virtues sre also called Gve Glories of retigion:
Love  Fath Perfection Tolerance / P

ence  Knowledge
P bt sawarin ispurift dragmanift/burdift 2
Sgd fritw warnyak ispurnyak Purtarmyak rarfikya
Note: In some texts Cantentment s paralleled with Perfection
Five Virtues are also called Five Gifls. In some texts these Gifts are the fruit of the Five Trees.
Love. isthe fruit of the irec of Glory. Faith is the frait of Ihe tree of Reason. Perfection is the fruit
Of the tree of Intelligence. Tolerance is the fruit of the iree of Reflection. Knowledge is the fruit of the

trec of Understanding.
Manichacan myth bas also 2 Tree of Life which grows in a pure soil its root is virtuousniess, s trunk:
i wisdom. its branches glory. its leaves truth and its fruit is the Eternal life (Mensing, 1940, 4.5)

21, Five Original Sins
Wrath Lum Violence Ignorance
MP, kén x&m fwarzby istambagih
Pih xén debahr  dwarsdy tundit/istafil wadidnisagitt
ken yipik ret istalldyd mandarikyi

Lon. overcomes Hatred, Fath overcomes Wrath; Conlentment overcomes Lust; Tolcrance
avercomes Violenee: Knowledge overcomes Ignorance (Henning, 1936, n. 649; Sundermann, 1992,
5051, 138).

Concemning the five senses we have the So;
collection of the five doors”, a divin
1936 1 (42

pdiam expressians: paoj Sfartys ammezamuade: “the
t which can keep the senses from committing sins (Henning.
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ife i the
f life is the conception of
We can ssstme st the Greas Spirit ox the bresth o : i
= ife. M the first emanated god in the first creation.
pre-existence of the Mother of Lite,!* the
would like 10 stress that the first crealion (emanalion) was a woman.
On the srtuctural level, the Father of Light has five constitutive intellectual
m . 15 These
members:  glory, reason, 2 thought and These
intellectual members or limbs will be transferred 10 the Living Spirit!® the
demiurge god of the second creation. and to kis Five Sens,)7 who have the leading

Life Pawer Light Beauty Fragrance
MP. 7 rorih sl hiszich Tubddih
Pih.  ziwahr awar i it hubsdift
Sed  2wan Ziwar

roxdysk Karsnutyd 105

14. The Mother of Life: MP. madar t tutagan. rtadagin madar, ohrmendbay mad, serigarkirh
Kirddagdr: Pth. mad fiwamdag. ohrmezdbag mad. ardawan mid, mid ratn; Spd. ariawin mat, a5mat, ram
vatn Bay {comparcs wil A1 firest ‘i ) “peace-dispensing god | joy-giving god
13: Tho Five dntcilectus ¢ spiriyal Limbs o the Father ( limbs are also called memhers ): Sgd.
Panj cuammenc anamer, Pih. pan) andam gydnen
Glory,

Rezson Traclligenee. Thought Understanding
Pih. bam manuhmed o4 andetid parminag
Sgd.  fam malia mim st pahed

Nete: farn in Sogdian is “glory™ i not “reason’; thercfore, 1 12

“glony”™ and nol

 Parthian bim 3 “brightnese”,
“Teason” as some other scholars takeitas a loanword from Sytiacs in the same way
the Sgd. 2na means “reason” Therefore, | take the First
16. Living Spirit: = (Latin

lement as glory and the second as reason
SPIAI VIVeRs). ME. Mibr yazd: Pih. wad fwandag: Sed. wat Bwande,
wilparkar. afdkilp vataw the king of seven contincnts”

The Living Spirit is also & warrior. god. He attacks and defeats the poswers of Daskness and e
feuered the chicf demons. (Arshons).living in the skies. He saves the Primal Man-and he builds the
cosmas with the help of the Mother of Life.

17. The Five Sons (= Pth pan] puhran) of Lis ing Spicic

- The keeper of Splendor; MP. dahibed: Sgsd sdyipt fiyw;
2. The king of Honar: MP. pahraghed: Sed. sman (2} xias:
3 The Adamas of Lighti MP. wisbrd. taskied yazd: Sgd. wisayal fari:
4. The king of Glory: MP. randbed, widaheam yazd,

$. Atlas: MP. manbed. parmaneen yazd: Sgd. pasar fiayi
The kecper of Splepdor (8

and holds the head of the

enditenens), endowed with Glosy stands above the ten firmaments
cdifice of the material world (The Five Flements of Li
Honor (Rex honoris) endowed with Reason. stations in the seventh firmsment.

ht). The king of

watches over the
demons imprisoned in the sky, he is calied In Sogdiun the ruler of the skies. (He rules the skies bellow
him.) He is, as his name shows, pahragbed. the head of the frontier post. The Adamas of Light stands
on the  carth and fights with the cosmic monsier Mazan. Endow.
son of Mihrvazd His Soodisn mmmre e ohat ko

ed with Intelligence. he is the warrior
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paradise”, has Five Greamesses:? First. the Father of Light; second, the Twelve
Acons or Twelve Dominions;! third, the Numberless Acons® or the Blessed
Places. fourth, the Living Air® ffth, the Light Earth:” and a Great Spirit®
breathing the breath of life into all five

This is the transcendent heavenly image of the casmos, the conception of the pre-
existence of the universal living soul, the body of the Primal Man,” composed of Five
Good Elements: water, fire, wind, light and ether.'® These Five Elements (called the
panyj ragn in Iranian texts) are also the Five Sans and the Five annors of the Primal Man
with which he fights with Five darknesses in Five battles. Later, these Five Elements
become the five constituents of the human animal soul, which will suffer in the Five
prisons of corporal matter. The Five prisons of the body! ! are: bones, nerves, veins,
muscles, and skin. The suffering human soul, the Living Self; is called in some texts
“the Suffering Jesus”.!2 The human soul also hax Five Limbs: life, power, light, beauty,
and fragrance.!3

2. The Five Greatnesses. Pih. panf parmang pwak; Sgd. Panj martaya

3. The Father of Greatness/ the
padixday didemvar, yard burzist. pid 1 wwargih, Pih. wahiSt fahrdar, pidar roin, pidar burzist, pidar
hasenag. yazdan abardom, hagan bigistum, pidar wuzurgitt, bag rifigar, Sgd. Zarwa fari, mes siewane

4 M Taclve Dominjons of 1welve Acans: MP. dwades tahryarity, Pth, dwides Sahrdanft
awages tanran rosn.

“sther Of Light: MP. wahibtaw Sahryar, zurwan xwaday, zurwan iah,

3. The Aeonz of the Acons / Numberiess Acons: Prh Jahran sahe, fahran rosnsn: Sgd. afites skt
6. The Living Air. Sgd. tvuxe flarya ( the purified air ) = ( Lati
7. The Light Earth: MP, and Pth. zamig ros rouing gay = { Latin: terra ingenita ).
8. The Great Spirit: MP. waxd zindsg, wisd yozdahr: Pth witid wad: §
(Sundermann, 1979, 123), zpart wat

adr ingenitus ),

d 7part whtl, wad yortare

9 The Primal Mun: MP. ohrmizdbay. Pih ohrmizdbag. mard basenag. mardahm hasenag.
mardohm naxwén; Sgd. b/ xurmazda i, adfay

10.Five Good Elements/the Five Eles
amahraspandan; Sgd. mard'spadt).

s of Light: Pth panj rosa, panj yazd (MP.

Ether Wind Water Fire
MP.  frawahar Wi b dur
Pth, ardliw frawardin wid ab

Sgd.  antdw frawarni wil
Conoeming the Five Elements of Light. the Sopdian fexts show more elaborate information cw
7dhi five gathas, pucw rtant. (ive joweis; pacw mypwity: five mshabithas, prew ‘stway: five columns;
P wak ive tres; pucw yikynt fr'tek'ot: five swounded broshers (Sundermann, 1997, 119)
1. The Five prisons of the bosy: Pih. asteg. padig, rahg/ rag. pid, éarm; Sgd., astak, Padya. rak,
yate, éarm

12 Living Self/ Living Soul: MP. griw riadsg, griw rota; Pih. griw swandag:; Sgd. zrwamte yerw
“The Sutfering Jesus” is called in western texts “Jes: patibil

13. The Five Lisnks which aonstittes the memames f s
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