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The Bureaucratic
Obstacles of
Development in Iran

In this article, Dr. «Shahnam
Taheri», while reviewing, «weberian»,
«leninest», and anti-development
conceptions of Burcaucracy, deliberates
the charactristics of this system in Iran.
He maintains that Iran’s administrative
system is dominated by thirteen
outstanding shortcomings, which not
only lead to reduction of its efficicncy
drastically, but have also converted the
funciion of the administrative system
as a mecans for achievement of
Development objectives, 10 an obstacle
for Development.

Planning for improvement of
administrative system, political support
and people’s participation are three
prerequisites being regarded necessary
for creating change in Iran’s
administrative system.

In other words, the accomplishment
of programmes of MNational
Bureaucracy improvement as well as
its coordination with Development
programme, depend on the
achievement of the abovementioned

conditions.

The Role of
Tradition
in Development

The author, by applying to a
sociological approach, is both to
distinguish the role of culture in the
Development process and to cleanse
the idealogical and outwardly scientific
thoughts [rom the role of tradition

through this process.

He emphasizes that looking over
the cultural aspects of Development
and paying much more attention to the
cconomical aspects, has created a
situation in which Development is
usually regarded as an cquivalent 1o
the economic change.

The author, analyzing the role of

"tradition” and "change” in
Development process in the industrial
societies, says: in the process of
Europcan modernization it is common
that "tradition" and "change" are
considered as two contradictory
clements. He goes on that, in this
regard, "Tradition” is mainly supposed
as a negative and anti-development
concept and that, "change”, gifting a
new identification to the society, is the
element which has replaced "tradition”.

But, the author concludes that the
western industrial socictics must bear
this fact in their minds that their
present distinguished succes is owing to
the efforts done by their predecessors
based upon the special model o their
traditional culture, then, instead of
supposing tradition and change as
contradictory elements, it is worthy to
consider them as a mechanism and a
sct of values that may play various
roles in the different historicai
situations.

He emphasizes that the traditional
cultures and resulted value systems
should not be considered destructive
and harmful, bul rather they must be
given respect being regarded as the
means of social consensus., They
furnish the society with social
identification which seems necessary
for indigenous Development.

But, here, the point is that the
revival of indigenous tradition and
change in the non-western socicties, is
encountring with serious obstacles
being rclated to the speed of those
socicties that arc passing through
transitional period.

Subsidy and its
Social Effects

The author, while delivering a

comprehensive delinition of sub
its various types, and discussing'_
objectives of the government in pa
subsidy as well as comparing differst
countries in dealing with suchi.
matier, dcliberates subsidy in Iran, H

The major questions being deall
with by the author through the arig
are as:

The causes of creation and
expansion of subsidy before Islamg
revolution, the relationship between
subsidy and consumption model as wel
as the amount of importing, (e
objectives of subsidy after Islame
Revolution, and finally subsidy.
elimination and its social effects in

current socio—economic conditions of

the country.

The author is against the stoppitg
of subsidy at the present situation of |
the country and rather suggests the
“rationalization of subsidying system.”

At the cnd, the author concludy
that the following cases arc among
those negative effects of subsi
climination in this phasc of sociely
Ccmdiiions, they are: more critical
situation of low-income families,
obligatory change of their consumption
model from proteins to strachy
materials, decline of manpowe
cfficiency, social dissatisfaction,
unicqual distribution of income, elc,

Foodstuffs subsidy and policy o
supplying cheap food, arc usually fh
first scapegoals of improvement of
economical struclure; many cvidence
prove that the elimination of
foodstuffs subsidy has drastically
affected the lives of the poor both in
the villages and cities.

in our country, less than 5% of
national income belongs to 20% of (b
poor families, while al samc time, 2%
of the poor families, while at same
time, 20% of the rich families hold
more than 50% of the national income
Such an unequal distribution of
income, which is considered as ¢
negalive result of subsidy elimination,
leads more critical situation of the
poor and low-income families.

Considering the present conditions,
to prevent the increase of unequalitis,
the rationalization of subsidying sysien
rather than its elimination is suggested. '
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